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[''  The  first  Ecttkinont  of  tliis  State  coiricidod  with  its  nntural  advantarps.  Wiiiin  En:xli<htnpn 
came  to  ^  nif-rica.  eithrr  llyifv:  from  cx-losia-tical  iiitolcraiicc  or  purMiiiu'  tlie  tioa>iire  itr.  r;,v:i!;i.'s 
wcro  su;)po«0(l  to  i'0=?c/--,  DutchniPii,  inspired  by  tln>  5pirit  of  trade,  instead  of  Mttiii:^  dov.  n  on 
t!)0  ?kirt.H  of  tiie  Now  "V\'orld,  Imldly  poiu;tratcd  to  the  iicjd  naviiratioii  of  tiie  Hudson.  'I'hty 
built  tiipro  a  fort  in  tlie  year  1G14,  and  irave  it  the  name  of  that  aui:!i>^t  family,  t:d.MU-<  ami 

labor.s  alilie  in  tlie  cabinet  and  the  field,  ^ecured  rlio  liberty  of  Enul  '.nil  as"  widl  as  of  Hdllaud, 
and  e.-t;ii)li.>Iied  the  Indeperidanco  oi"  Europe.  ^  -  C  iiddren  of  commeree,  we  were  rockrd  in 
the  cradle  of  war,  and  -ucked  tlie  principles  of  hberty  w  itii  our  mother'.s  milk." — Govemtur 
Morrit,  Dtc.  (i,  1^1-2. j 
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THE  PIONEERS  OF  NEW-YORK. 


Mr.  President  and  Brethren  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society,  I  gi-cet 
you  on  the  occasion  of  this  anniversary  of  the  revival  of  our 
ancient  fraternity:  a  revival  which  first  brought  us  together  in 
genial  fellowship,  to  honor  the-  memory  and  keep  alive  the 
traditions  of  the  early  pioneers  of  New-York  of  every  race. 

I  will  not  emulate  the  learned  Diedrich  Knickerbocker,  by 
commencing  this  discourse  with  a  history  of  the  rest  of  the  world, 
as  forming  a  proper  prefatory  chapter  to  the  more  important 
annals  of  Manhattan,  but  like  him,  I  must  resort  to  pages  ancient 
as  those  of  Sanchoniatlian  INIanetho  and  Berosus,  for  the  proper 
and  duly  ceremonious  introduction  of  my  theme. 

Among  the  countless  legends  of  Arabian  fiction,  there  is  a  story 
of  a  certain  travelling  angel — a  sort  of  spirit  tourist,  who,  wandering 
about  from  planet  to  planet,  would  always  after  an  interval  of  a 
thousand  years,  look  in  upon  our  orb  as  it  were,  and  rest  his  wings 
for  awhile  near  a  particular  spot,  upon  which  he  invariably  fii'St 
alighted. 

That  fair  spot  of  earth,  it  would  seem,  when  first  he  visited  it, 
was  wildly  overgrown  with  ancient  trees,  and  one  lonely  half- 
naked  savage  stalked  amid  their  glooms,  the  only  human  occupant. 

"  Art  thou  the  onhj  dweller  hereV  asked  the  wayfaring-angel. 

"  I  dwell  not  here,"  replied  the  .•■avage,  "  I  but  wandered 
hither  like  thyself — man  dwells  not  here — man  never  hath  dwelt 
here !  "  and  the  sullen  hunter  strode  off  to  deeper  coverts  and  a 
more  lonely  shade. 
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A  thousand  years  went  by — again  tlie  angel  stood  upon  the 
earth ! 

He  saw  the  eternal  hills  around,  tlic  same.  But  the  leafy 
plain  which  they  had  encircled,  how  looked  it  now  ? 

Mosques — dornes — minarets, ihc  sanctuaries  of  the  faithful,  the 
abodes  of  a  million  of  worshippers,  rcih-cted  the  sunshine  from 
their  white  parapets.  The  streets  swarmed  with  life.  The  rich 
bazaars,  the  marble  palaces  and  frocjuent  fountains,  proclaimed 
centuries  of  busy  toil,  of  succe'-:sfal  industry,  of  present  abounding 
hixury.  "  This  noble  and  ib)urishing  city  i  How  long  hath  it 
stood  here  ?  "  asked  the  angel  of  one  of  its  thronged  multitude. 

"Knov/est  thou  not  the  diadem  city  of  the  earths'  responded 
the  inhabitant.  "This  city!  It  was  always  thus  magniiicent! 
Alia  alone  can  tell  when  fir::,t  ils  mosques  were  reared  by  the 
Faithful.'' 

Another  thousand'  years  have  passed  away — the  angel  is  again 
there.  He  stands  u])on  the  fihrubless  and  barren  borders  of  a  lake 
where  fishermen  are  drawing  their  nets,  and  ho  calls  to  them  from 
the  shore — 

"Friends!  where  ia  the  an(:i<>nt  city  whicli  once  reposed  amid 
these  hills  1" 

The  fishermen  shake  their  }:t  uls:  they  have  never  heard  of  it. 
Their  fathers  have  fished  for  mrsny  generations  in  that  lake,  which' 
always  washed  tlie  base  of  the  sursuunding  hills  as  now! 

The  legend  goes  on  to  relate  that  the  spirit  traveller  returned 
twice  or  thrice  yet  again  at  the  eatnt'  intervals  of  time.  Where  he 
looked  for  the  lake  on  his  ne\t  visit,  he  found  a  meadowy  pasture! 

The  herd:  !nen  tending  the  f)<»cks  tliat  were  scattered  over  it, 
laughed  at  his  trailition  of  the  sandy  shored  lake;  and  turning  up 
the  rich  black  soil  \/ilh  their  stave:*,  averred  that  those  grassy  fields 
had  ever  been  the  same  aj  now. 

On  his  final  visit  tlie  an'j''i  lotuid  a  still  more  novel  aspect  on 
the  scene.'  The  very  mount  liui  which  once  girdled  it  had  sunk 
into  the  earth,  and  yielded  their  jdare  tu  two  broad  arms  of  the 
sea,  'which  now  encircled  lliat  lei^'t'tnhiry  spot  in  their  embrace. 
The  turfy  savannah,  for  which  ho  lookcil,  wa.s  now  broken  up  into 
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hill  and  dale,  laced. by  pebbled  brooks  or  seamed  here  and  ih-'U' 
by  deep  artificial  excavations.  The  once  grassy  and  moni'i  iin. 
girt  jilain  hud  become  an  isla^sD.  He  saw  in  one  part  str:iii.rc 
shrubs,  growing  here  there  upon  pinnacles  of  rock,  which  had  eitiier 
been  thrown  down  from  hills  that  had  crumbled  long  ago,  or  lifted 
up  by  hidden  energies  of  the  earth  beneath.  But  many  roads 
crossed  each  other  at  intervals  between  them.  In  the  most  rugi'od 
situations  the  labor  of  man  had  so  far  subdued  the  ungcnial  soil, 
that  many  a  garden  and  orchard  relieved  and  diversified  tliat 
island;  over  which  from  the  sea-ward  extremity  a  vast  city  seemed 
to  be  growing  even  while  the  angel  gazed  :  growing  up  from  the 
very  bosom  of  the  bitter  and  brackish  waters,  as  if  the  eneigies  of 
old  Ocean  himself  were  lifting  it  from  his  foam,  and  ])usliing  it  as 
it  expanded,  still  farther  and  farther  landward  ! 

This,  (quoth  the  angel,)  must  be  an  intelligent  people,  v/ho 
make  so  thrifty  a  use  of  this  forbidding  soil — tliis  must  be  a  people 
most  highly  favored  by  a  god-like  intelligence,  whom  the  powers 
of  nature  tlius  combine  to  favor  in  rearing  their  fast  growing  c'liw 

And  he  asked  one  of  the  dwellers,  vs'here  are  the  ancient  races 
that  once  flourished  here?" 

**  Tliis  is  D.]icw  land,"  was  the  reply.  It  has  been  a  v  ildertirss 
since  time  began — a  desert  untrod  by  civilized  man  till  irc  came  t«.' 
settle  and  reclaim  it." 

"  "Well  tlicn  (said  the  inquisitive  spirit,)  this  noble  city,  who 
reared  it  from  the  waves  ?  " 

We  did — we  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth  Ttock,"  cried  the  same 
h*alf  a  dozen  voices  in  the  highest  Puritan  key. 

"  Why,  my  fiiends,  (said  the  angel,  speaking  now  with  somerhi;::^ 
of  a  Dutch  accent,)  even  wdiile  I  have  gazed  upon  this  m'/i!iti.; 
multitude,  gazed  through  the  two  centuries,  which  are  to  n;c  but 
as  a  moment  of  time,  I  have  seen  three  races  of  men  succeeilin^ 
each  other  in  power  here,  and  all  of  them  piccedod  yun  on  llic 
spot  whose  srt)ry  of  yesterday  you  profess  to  tell  mo." 

And  such  is  history! — Such,  in  the  moral  world  developed 
around  us,  are  the  broad  contrasts,  the  incessant  changes  in  liuman 
thought  and  action,  that  although  upon  our  continent,  'svo  find  only 
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in  Uxmal  and  Palenquc,  some  approach  to  the  physical  reaUzation 
of  the  Arabian  fable,  it  sliaJows  forth  but  too  truly  the  mind  of 
man.  The  alternate  mental  feebleness  and  proud  intellectual 
achievement  of  our  race,  ils  darlinc^  love  of  existino^  idols,  its 
arrogant  reliance  upon  the  Present,  its  childlike  forgetfulness  or 
stupid  and  dotard  oblivion  of  the  Past.  Its  again  re-nascent 
energies^and  its  insolent  confidence  that  the  youth  thus  once  more 
re-invigorated,  ihough  roclccd  on  the  graces  of  coinUlcss  civilizations, 
shall  preserve  its  fresh  enlightenment  for  ever. 

Such  is  history  1  Alas  !  loo  often  such  especially  is  American 
history.  Such,  above  all,  k  the  history  of  the  State  in  which  we 
live — a  growing  em}>ire  of  more  than  two  centuries,  with  a  story 
only  of  yesterday. 

The  predominance  of  the  ]']iigUsh  race  in  the  ultimate  settlement 
of  these  United  States,  has  made  us  but  too  ready  to  forget  tho 
claims  of  other  nations  (whicli  arc  likewise  represented  in  its 
present  population)  to  the  honor  of  exploring  and  planting  it. 

AVithout  diminishing  the  glory  of  Cabot  in  maritime  exploration, 
to  the  navigators  of  Holland  is  duo  the  credit  of  first  carefully 
surveying  our  whole  Atlantic  coast,  and  minutely  mapping  that  part 
of  it  from  Cape  Cod  to  Ilenlopen.  To  tho  Prcnch,  that  of  making 
known  our  vast  inland  waters,  i\\v.n  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  tideless  wave  of  Lake  Superior,  tho  savage  torrent  of  the 
Missouri,  and  the  far  winding  current  of  tlie  Mississippi. 

The  nautical  enterprizc  and  liie  abundant  maritime  resources 
of  the  Dutch,  whose  navy  (according  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh) 
numbered  ten  ships  to  one  for  that  of  England,*  gave  them  pre-i 
eminent  advantages  over  all  other  nations  in  examining  the  indented 
coast  of  the  whole  Atlantic  .-^.-a-board  of  America,  and  selecting 
the  most  elegible  points  for  sucli  coh>nics  as  they  chose  to  plant; 
while  the  to}v)graphical  scien.:e  of  the  Frencli,  (whose  skill  in 

»  At  a  lator  day  one  Dutch  co:ii;j;'Tr;.-.l  r.-'  jlas'mici.t  ulono,  v.ilhoat  the  aid 
of  the  Provhicial  or  Federal  p)verjuii<.Mit  of  ih?  Unitci!  Frovhices,  "  could  C(|nip  a 
fleet  of  fifty  sail  of  the  hne  wilhovit  b'uhli:-^  a  ^inc^Ie  vessel."  [Basna^e  in  the 
Universal  Iii.stoi-y.1  Dutch  words  eliU  siii»i>ly  half  the  teclinical  terms  used  on 
shipboard. 


engineering  was  subsequently  made  famous  over  Euroj)e  \<\  tL? 
pupils  of  Vauban,)  fitted  them  for  the  reconnoisancc  whiclj  ihcv 
consummated  with  so  much  skill  upon  this  Northern  Continent. 

The  very  points  which  the  latter  selected  for  military  or  tradin^^ 
posts  two  hundred  years  ago,  have  since  become  the  most  important 
towns  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 

Os\|ego,  Niagara,  Pittsburg,  Detroit,  Chicngo,  St.  Louis,  and 
New  Orleans,  have  all  fulfilled  the  destiny  that  was  piedicted  for 
them  when  designated  by  the  sagacious  Frenchmen  as  the  keys 
of  the  respective  regions  in  which  they  are  situated. 

Nor  have  our  pure  Anglo-Saxon  chroniclers  contented  tlicm- 
selves  with  slurring  over  the  all-important  part  which  oth.cr 
Europeans  had  alike  in  planting  this  vast  empire,  and  in  devclopiii;:^ 
its  exliaustless  resources.  But  with  regard  to  this  Slate  particularly, 
in  their  works  of  solemn  history,  in  their  school  books,  in  tljeir 
public  lectures,  and  in  their  anniversary  addresses,  they,  in  the 
blind  pursuit  of  an  unmeaning  theory,  seem  to  aim  with  singnbr 
industry  and  a  most  peiTorted  ability,  to  obliterate  the  peculiar 
Btory  of  New-York,  and  joint  on  to  New-England,  lier  elder 
provincial  sister  here,  as  a  modern  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay! 
A  raost  erroneous  and  offensive  assumption,  whirh  is  every  d:iy 
more  and  more  passing  into  the  mJnds  of  the  multitude  as  c^tah- 
llshed  truth.  And  while  the  INIassachusetts-man,  tiie  Virginian  aiid. 
South  Carolinian,  are  still  identified  with  their  fathers,  in  both 
private  and  historical  association  ;  New- York,  alike  in  thepartizan 
wiitings  of  the  annalist  and  in  the  habitual  mention  of  the  daily 
press,  is  scarcely  recognized  as  having  more  thaa  a  territorial 
existence  previous  to  the  revolution.  The  popular  phrase  of 
"  OUR  Pilgrim  fathers,"  has  become  perfectly  domesticated  in  iho 
public  lecture-rooms  of  this  city;  and  no  one  thinks  of  discussing 
a  question  of  morals  in  the  newspapers,  without  ref-rnng  l<>  "  xhc- 
customs  of  our  Puritan  ancestry."  Poth  thefc  p'ir,a.ses.  indeed, 
have  more  than  once,  of  iale  ycais,  been  u^ed  in  our  State 
Legislature,  to  add  force  to  some  doctrinal  appeal.  And  ii*  iho 
inquiring  spirit  of  the  apologue  makes  his  angel  visits "  as  far 
between  as  formerly,  he  will  find  not  a  recognition  remaining  of 
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llic  ten  generations  of  pioneering"  energy  of  wliicli  this  State  was 
the  scene  bert)re  tlic  Puritan  interpreter  of  liistory  was  abroad. 

It  slioulJ  be  remembered,  tliat  while  modern  New- York  is  so 
much  indebted  to  the  healthful  current  of  New  England  immigration, 
which  poured  in  immediately  after  the  revolution,  her  ancient  story, 
which  new  associations  are  so  fast  obliterating,  is  characteristically 
her  own.  ^Iler  own  at  least  from  the  landing  of  Hendrick  Hudson 
in  1G09,  to  her  first  act  of  revolution  in  seizing  the  stamped  paper  of 
the  British  crown  in  ITGu.  And  while  it  might  be  in  very  ques- 
tionable taste  to  carp  at  or  arraign  the  natural  associations  of  those 
who  compose,  if  not  the  largest,  yet  jierhaps  the  most  intelligent, 
and  possibly  the  mo^t  valuable  portion  cf  our  fellow  citizens  through- 
out the  State  generally,  yet  this  covering  up  and  obliteration  of  her 
ancient  story  is  not  altogether  well !  New- York,  though  she  had 
110  Speedwell  nor  IMayllower  frelidited  with  precious  hearts,  daring 
the  wilderness  for  conscience's  sake — New- York  was  still  planted, 
and  corlirr  planted,  by  men  as  bold  to  confront  the  perils  of  a  new 
climate  or  the  horrors  of  saviige  waifare,  as  those  who  landed  at 
Plymouth — by  men,  too,  who  penetrated  beyond  the  mountains, 
and  established  their  little  C(jlonie3  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
the  sea-shore,  without  tliinlung  that  they  did  any  thing  extraordinary 
enough  to  transmit  their  names  to  posterity.*    Why  is  it  that  we 

"  Schenectady  v.\u:  co:n!HcncPvl  ^hortly  aftfr  Christiause  planted  a  colony  at 
Fort  Orange,  acting  under  the  edict  of  Itll  1."'  (Dunlap.)  ludividual  enterprize 
having  thus  started  the  colony  oa  the  lIu.l-.on,  and  those  individuals  havino; 
cstabli^jhed  foiu:  co1om1.:I  stations,  one  at  Ma.ihultan,  one  at  tho  liead  of  ship 
navigation,  one  at  the  hoad  of  tit'.i  water,  luid  one  on  Iho  Mohawk,  all  prior  to 
1G18,  and  each  of  irhir.h  is  trt  thU  morvcnt  n  pjpnl'ms  toirn ;  the  date  of  the 
cctiinl  sctlleniont  cf  the  nu-!.-->:i  cannot  bo  url-.trurily  j)ostpoucd  to  the  subsequent 
periods  of  tiieir  chartrnd  sen!'  nn-nl?,  undor  fixvilic  corporations.  If  the  colonies 
planted  und  ?r  tlie  edict  of  Iill  1.  i--  t  asldo  f -r  tlie  fiirtlier  act-:  of  colonization, 
which  took  place  under  tiic  iucon>ur  i!;oik5  ajid  charters  of  1G:}1,  1023,  IGiJy,  or 
1G45,  in  order  to  place  ns  hrrc  ailvr  the  i\irll:-.i. we  ought  by  the  same  reasoning 
to  assume  a  much  lu'cr  and  btill  in'To  etr.k:.;gcra  of  the  col  juization  of  New-York, 
as  the  great  landmark  of  our  his'ory.  Tint  landmark,  wliich  most  definitely  severs 
us  from  New-England  as  being  no  I'uriinn  province  of  hens,i.-j  the  EnglL-h  planting 
of  tl.'id  colony  by  the  cavali-  rj  of  C'iiarks  H.  lime,  when  the. Duke  of  York  took 


hear  so  much  of  "the  Puritan  Anglo-Saxon  stocl:,"  wlio  fir^t 
settled  on  the  outer-casing  of  this  continent  ?  Why  is  it  iliat  w  e 
hear  so  little  of  those  who  struck  inwardly  to  its  heart,  and 
grappled  at  once  with  its  strong  vital  pulsations  at  the  head  of  its 
tide-waters  ]  Those  bold  Belgic  navigators,  whose  flag  led  that 
o^England  on  every  sea — those  devoted  lIugiienot>,  who  recoiled 
with  suc]|  energy  from  the  gra^p  of  despotism,  that  they  made  but 
one  stride  from  luxurious  France  to  this  then  savage  wilderness — 
those  brave  English  cavaliers,  who  recoiling  from  Puritan  intoler- 
ance, with  the  same  determined  spirit  as  did  the  Huguenots  from 
Papal  bigotry,  came  hither  with  little  but  cloak  and  rapier,  to 
carve  out  their  fortunes  amid  the  forests  of  New-York  1  Vv'liy  is  it 
that  we  hear  so  seldom  of  tliis  trinity  of  good  blood,  which  blending 
for  two  hundred  years  on  the  soil  of  Nev/-York,  now  Hows  in  l".;e 
veins  of  her  native-born  children,  and  bred  a  crop  of  men  thai 
will  mate  with  the  "Puritan  Anglo  Saxon"  in  any  State  of  this 
Union  ? 

It  is  because  vov,  brethren  of  St.  Nicholas,  have  too  long 
neglected  the  story  of  your  fathers  !  Too  coldly  fostered,  or  too 
caiolessly  criticised  the  efforts  of  your  own  sons  or  of  strangci-s, 
to  illustrate  it.  It  is  because  too  many  of  tlie  modern  chilvlren  i>f 
Xevv-York,  looking  back  for  ever,  like  the  ])atriarch's  v.'ife,  to 
scenes  they  have  left,  ofler  but  petrified  affections  to  those  local 
memories  and  tliat  State  pritle  to  u-kich  you  your^ehcs  arc  so 
faiuilcss  ! 

In  those  old  colonial  days,  when  the  now  popular  dogmas  about 
"  iIk:;  Puritan  Anglo-Saxon  rai'e  "  had  not  been  broached,  either  in 
the  student's  closet  or  the  bleeder's  stable,  the  chance  traveller 
v/ho  visited  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk,  observed  the 
happy  fusion  of  national  prejudices,  and  the  general  ca.<o  and 
unif)rmity  of  sentlm-jnt  which  prevailed  among  the  de-.cenda'i*s  of 
the  ditferent  European  stocks  by  which  tliat  noble  vadey  was 
originally  pdanted  ;  bul,  while  recording  that  the  general  sNStcra  ot 

possession  here,  and  fiHod  the  itrovince  with  En^hshuien  as  dilfcreiit  in  character 
from  the  Purilaiis  as  were  the  Nctherlaudcro  thciiL~-clve?. 
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opinions  liere  was  f;ir  more  liberal  anJ  tolerant  than  that  prevailing 
in  the  neighboring  colonics,  those  who  liave  stated  the  fact  leave 
us  to  make  up  our  own  judgment  as  to  the  cause.  AVe  may 
ascribe  the  amiable  trait  to  the  social  intercourse  and  frequent 
intermarriages  of  the  diflercnt  races  already  alluded  to;  v/e  may 
attribute  it  to  the  homely  fact,  that  most  of  the  settlers  of  New- 
York  came  hither  to  enjoy  life,  not  to  establish  creeds;  to  secure 
a  domestic  fireside,  not  to  make  converts  to  new  political  truths; 
or,  lastly,  we  may  look  for  tlie  cause  in  the  nature  of  their  favorite 
pursuits,  and  the  mollifying  effect,  upon  manners,  of  many  a  simple 
old  festal  custom  :  for  our  graceless  Knickerbockers  danced  round 
a  Maypole  in  the  Bowerie,  v/hilc  the  Puritan  Anglo-Saxons 
burned  witches  at  Salem.  But  n)  which  ever  direction  we  look, 
we  are  compelled  to  admit,  that  tho  planters  of  this  Hollander 
colony — the  Norman  refugees  to  this  Huguenot  asylum,  the  cavalier 
exiles  to  this  English  province,  wliose  commingled  blood  flows  in 
the  veins  of  the  children  of  Sr.  Nicliolas,  liave  left  the  Creoles  of 
the  soil  of  New-York  no  claim  to  tlio  glories  which  we  cheerfully 
accord  to  other  sections  of  the  colonial  stock  of  America,  on  the 
score  of  their  genuine  Anglo-.Saxon  Puritaji  descent. 

We  claim  no  prestige  of  ICuropean  origin;  no  hereditary  right 
of  superior  intelligence;  no  aii.-t(»cracy  of  race  which  shall  place 
us  at  the  head  of  the  coloni  il  p'inrcrs  of  these  United  States,  as 
the  leading  type  of  them  alk  We  have  no  rivalship  with  the 
English  Churchman  of  ancient  Vii  ginia,  or  the  English  Puritan 
of  old  Massachusetts;  with  tlie  lioman  Catholic  who  planted 
tolerant  Maryland,  or  the  Swed'>)i  Lutheran  of  the  gallant  little 
State  of  Delaware. 

AVe  claim  only  that  the  spirit  \\hioh  characterized  the  pioneers 
of  New-York  is  her  own,  and  tiru  it  was  borrowed  from  no  other 
Ameiican  colony.  That  her  aiic  !.  nt  ])olitical  history  is  her  own, 
and  not  an  excre.-cncc  upon  tiioso  of  any  other  province.  That  her 
laws,  usages,  rights,  and  liberties  spring  from  her  own  people — 
were  developed  by  tlieir  wisdom — matured  by  their  experience, 
and  defended  by  tlieir  valor.  We  claim  that  the  glory  of  the  land, 
which  men  love  to  call  the  *'  Tiie  Empire  State,"  has  its  well 
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Springs  in  the  hearts  of  these  our  progenitors.  We  rogartl  il.eir 
councils  and  their  deeds  as  a  sacred  bequest  to  memory,  wkh 
who  now  enjoy  the  fruit  of  the  tree  which  they  planted.  And  v/e 
take  pleasure  in  believing,  that  not  only  their  immediate  descend;',  ins, 
but  ecery  true  son  of  New-York,  to  what  ever  part  of  Europe  or 
America  he  may  care  to  trace  his  extraction,  is  imwUJina;  iha!  /he 
fafhcrs  of  this  State  should  have  their  lahors  ohliteralcd  in  tradition — 
is  unwilling  that  the  peculiar  story  of  this  ancient  colony  should  ho 
merged  in  other  associations,  and  superseded  by  the  cncroachin:^ 
annals  of  any  sister  State  ;  superseded  here  at  least,  amitl  the  very 
graves  of  the  men  who  fashioned  thai  home  in  the  wilderness,  which 
v.-e  live  to  enjoy  a  metropolis  of  luxury. 

Our  object  to-night  then  is  not  a  scholastic  examination  of  the 
early  annals  of  New- York,  but  a  discursive  recurrence  to  a  few 
characteristic  passages  for  the  sake  of  freshening  old  sympathies, 
and  brightening  the  chain  of  memories  which  link  us  to  the  fat  hers 
of  JNianhattan. 

In  the  first  place,  however,  I  must  attempt  to  meet  a  statement 
made  by  a  learned  gentleman,  when  last  year  addressim^  a  lut  ;o, 
enlightened,  and  influential  association  of  descendant.s  of  I'uo 
Puritans,  from  the  spot  where  I  now  stand.  Tlii.-  leariicd  i^'-u-.h'- 
man,  eminent  in  New-England  letters,  representing  the  Tuii'  tnic 
stock  on  that  occasion,  proclaimed  to  his  brethren  ol' the  ^^(•w- 
England  Society  here  in  New-York,  and  through  them  to  liic 
New-York  public,  that  "  although  some  few  settlements  and 
attempts  at  settlement  might  have  been  previously  made  in  Aiufri'.:;! 
yet  on  the  22nd  of  December,  1G20,  when  the  Pilgrims  of  the 
Mayflov/er  landed  at  Plymouth,  ought  to  be  dated  tl»e  ai  iu^d 
oim:ni\g  of  this  continent."  He  likewise  was  understood  to  a-c  ine 
tlie  introduction  of  "freedom,  religion,  and  civilization,"  exc!wr>«v.-ly 
to  t!)o  same  Puritanic  origin. 

Similar  views  ap[)ear  to  me  to  clinracterizc  the  v.  iio!,,'  sp-iit  of 
Bancroft's  brilliant  History  of  the  United  States,  a  wo:k  w  h(j.>e 
glowing  eloquence  and  varied  ability  has  secured  a  w:d<>>pread 
popularity,  wliicii  is  fist  making  it  the  standard  authority  of  tljc 
country.   Should  these  views  finally  prevail  in  our  higher  literature, 
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5S  tliey  alrca<ly  do  in  our  scliool  books,  (\vi  ittcn  almost  exclusively 
l)y  Ncv.'-Kiighnd  mei),)  some  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable 
lessens  in  tlic  pliilosopliy  of  society,  will  be  lost  to  those  who  come 
after  us.  I  allude  to  llie  neculiar  and  diverse  experience  of  each 
individual  State  of  the  cr)nfederacy,  in  the  developmetit  of  its  moral 
resources  and  its  progre^;s  toward  a  higher  civilization.  I  would 
liave  other  States  of  the  old  thirteen  sjieak  for  themselves  in  this 
matter.  As  for  my  own  State,  unless  1  much  misconceive  the 
character  of  the  peo]>le; — Tlie  Mnickei  bocker  State,  notwithstanding 
the  ceaseless  iteration  of  Puritanic  assumption  in  pulpits  and 
lecture  rooms  throughout  her  borders,  is  not  yet  prepared,  to 
accept  the  neigh.borly  interpretation  of  American  history,  which 
sinks  her,  next  to  Virginia,  the  proudest*  of  the  original  "old 
ihirtceners,"  into  the  condition  of  the  province  of  a  province!  Nor 
do  I.  think  that  it  will  be  dil'lcult  to  show,  that  however  early  the 
Puritanic  school- niJHter  may  have  been  al)road  here,  and  however 
New-Yuik  may  alway  have  welcomot!  the  representatives  of  his 
inlelilgent  and  energetic  race,  as,  ia  her  eclectic  spirit,  she  has 
ever  welcomed  llie  enterprizo  of  every  land  nnd  every  language, 
she  is  still  not  Puritanic  in  lu  r  ori  .;in,  her  progress,  or  her  character  ; 
in  other  words,  that  tested  l»y  her  tiieory,  and  her  practice  of  "  settle- 
ment," and  "  fieedom,"  and  religion,"  and  civilization,"  her 
story  is  her  own  jn-t  as  mucli  as  is  that  of  Virginia  the  peculiaV  -f 
property  of  "  the  old  Dominion." 

Before  atternpting  to  meet  the  question  in  both  its  physical 
and  its  mor:il  aspect,  ris  I  shall  attempt  to  do,  I  will,  in  order  to 
acquit  our  ne!:rl.bors  of  singular  arrogance,  so  far  as  I  can,  attempt 
to  point  out  the  error  upon  which  ihei^'  encroachment  upon  our 
Slate  pride  is  hnjndcil. 

Tiic  proutlo.-l  lit  Ic.-.-l  i:...t  iliiu^.  v.  !,  .-:i  Xow  Plymouth,  the  i,'-^;??^?/;;;  Pii^rim 
co'.ony,  to  '.v!iic!i  it  is  ii  )-v  pi'' ''j  -  'I  tu  .mi'^x:  u>,  throiiirli  Massachiisett.9,  seemed 
about  lobe  uiino.ccd  to  w-"i(:'l  i;ibl'^::J  of  to  Ma.-sachusetts  Pay.  Hear  old 
Hutcljinsoii. 

I  dare  ?ay  there  i-.  not  a  n:T.»  i:i  the  colony  of  Plymoutli  at  this  day.  uiio 
d  iC:!  r,ot  think  it  a  nv  t  i^;.  .\  i\rr,iiu<;(;iiicf^,  t!i  it  tljey  Vcro  annexed  to  Mssia- 
c'au^cUs  instead  ol'  to  >>\'.v-i  .r';." — Hutchiiisou's  Appcn'dx. 
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As  regards  priority  of  settlement  then,  it  is  well  Ki;...\s  n 
England,  at  an  early  day,  claimed  this  province  as  a  j>:ui  t.f 
Virginia,  and  claimed  it  also  on  the  ground,  that  llendrick  liud-  wa, 
tliough  sailing  under  the  flag  of  Holland  Allien  he  discovered  il.t- 
river  which  bears  his  name,  was  an  Englishman.  This  claim  (>C 
priority  of  possession  was  the  subject  of  bitter  controvei  sy  briw.-i  n 
England  and  Holland  Ions;  afler  the  foundations  of  New- Vc;rk  wrti' 
"laid  by  the  latter;  and  the  Puritans,  in  tlielr  desire  "tocnhiru^o  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  and  live  under  their  natural  rrinco,"  towk 
as  active  a  part  then,  as  some  of  them  do  now,  to  prove  th;il  Xeu-- 
York  was  old  England's,  and  therefore  of  right  belonged  to  X^w- 
England,  AVhen  the  cavaliers  came  in  lierc  to  rule  tiic  i>rovijice 
in  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  English  side  of  the  <itic.-i:l»;n 
seemed  to  be  settled,  tliough  most  assuredly  no  one  then  djoiiuie  1 
that  it  was  settled  in  favor  of  English  Puritans;  in  reference  ti» 
whom  the  whole  claim  is  now  made,  giving  us  a  second-h:'.nd 
origin. 

The  opposing  races  of  that  day  have  since  blended  hcvi\  .1:1  I 
the  question  now  is,  not  one  of  English  or  Dutch  rival.>hl[i,  i^j^  (S 
the  early  settlement  of  an  American  State. 

That  is  the  question  in  its  physical  aspect. 

As  regards  its  moral  aspect — that  of  the  indejKMidenr  -jj-.iw'.h  *  t 
Nev/-York  upon  il.s  oirn  ideas  of  fieed<'>ni,  re;iL:i>»n.  and  <  ;'-;;:/a- 
lion,"  and  not  upon  ideas  borrovred  at  second-hand  lioni  the 
Puritans,  I  will  attempt  similarly  to  acquit  our  Eastern  fiietids 
here  of  encroachment,  by  venturing  to  interpret  what  1  c.':;ccive 
to  be  their  views  upon  the  subject. 

Founded  by  the  earnest  sect  of  tlie  Ih-ownists,  as  tlio  a-yluui 
for  theirjieculiar  fiith,t  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  Pn!:'.:*'''^  '  J 
New-En [^land  was  to  make  the  most  sedulous  })rovi-inn  l^r  e  li:r:i- 
tion,  and  the  gradual  training  of  a  homogenetvjs  c;i  'te  \  •  '  t*» 
faith,  doctrine,  and  opinion.    The  Church  a'ld  tlic  r.yc!:':;ii, 

•  Morton's  Ncw-En:]^land  ^Memorial. 

t  "  When  they  first  went  to  Holland  they  wore  known  l»y  the  name  of  llr  jwnV.» 
*  *  *.  T!ic  plan  they  set  out  upon  was  not  to  nuiko  u  threat  colony  ui  a  LfJe  time, 
but  to  preserve  a  pure  and  distinct  cungre^utionJ^ — Ilutchinsuju 
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rather,  tlicir  Church  and  tlieir  Lyceum,  embodied  the  Puritans' 
first  ideas  of  the  settlement  of  a  new  co!intry,  and  many  of  their 
descendants  are  un\vilHnj.r  to  recognize  any  other  evidence  of 
"freedom,  rehgion,  and  civihzation,"  as  associated  with  the  word 
settlement." 

Now,  as  it  happens,  New-York,  unfortunately  for  her  claims 
by  such  a  test,  took  exactly  opposite  ideas  from  the  start,  and 
perversely  maintains  them  to  the  present  day.  The  asylum  of 
every  sect,  and  escliewing  alike  the  conventicle  and  the  lecture-room, 
as  a  basis  of  civilization,  she  made  the  hearth-stone  of  home  the 
foundation  of  good  citizenship ;  and  without  any  reference  to  identity 
of  doctrine  or  homogeneous  origin,  demanding  only  residence  and 
loyalty  to  the  province  tVoni  her  cosmopolite  colonists,  she  took 
coMMEiiCE  as  her  great  liberalizer;  took  it  not  accidentally,  nor 
with  an  indirect  and  incidental  view,  but  clearly  and  definitely; 
she  explored  every  river,  inlet,  and  harbor,  and  made  a  reconnois- 
ance  of  the  interior,  arjd  esiabli.-ihed  upon  her  coasts  and  inland 
waters,  not  "  a  few  trading  posts,"  but  a  whole  system  of  "  castles," 
as  the  "stations"  of  the  ^\'c^teln  tettler  were  then,  and  are  still 
called  in  the  language  of  tliis  State. 

How  far  the  policy  of  Xc w-York  and  her  theory  and  practice  of 
"settlement"  may  have  fostered  "freedom,  religion,  and  civiliza- 
tion" within  her  borders,  1  nsay  perhaps  attempt  to  show  hereafter. 

Let  us  now  revert  to  the  historic  records  which  Mr.  Brodhead's 
researclies  in  Europe  have  recently  made  the  property  of  this  State, 

On  Saturday  the  11th  of  (October,  IGM,  five  years  after 
Hendrick  Hudson,  in  a  ves.-cl  of  eit;hty  tons  burthen,  had  sailed 
up  to  the  head  of  tide-wator  on  llic  river  which  bears  his  name, 
there  appeared  before  a  meeting  of  the  Stales-General  convened  at 
the  Ilacrue,  l;ie  deputies  of  tin.'  United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
The  United  rrovinces.  Tiiey  .siat4?d,  that  at  great  expense  and 
heavy' damage  to  lhemielvo>,  arising  I'lom  the  loss  of  vessels  during 
the  last  year,  they  had  with  five  ships,  owned  by  them,  discovered 
and  explored  certain  new  lands  in  America  between  New  France 
and  Yirginia,  v.iiich  they  called  New  Nethorland.  They  at  the 
same  time  j)resented  a  map  of  the  newly  discovered  country. 
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This,  (says  JMr.  Biodhead,)  marks  tlie  first  official  recognition 
of  the  existence  of  New  Ndhcrland ;  its  name  occurs  for  the  Wvsi 
time  in  the  grant  which  was  made  to  these  merchants  to  plant  horc 
a  colony.  Of  tlie  sliips  engaged  in  the  exploration,  wliich  firsi 
gave  a  map  of  our  coast  to  the  world,  one  was  commanded  by 
John  De  Witt,  another  by  Adrian  Block,  a  third  by  Cornelius 
May.  An  island  in  the  Hudson  river  long  bore  the  name  cf^  the 
first  of  these  gallant  sailors,  and  "  Block  Island  "  and  "  Cape  May  " 
to  this  day  tell  us  who  were  the  hardy  mariners  that  first  explored 
them. 

The  two  remaining  vessels'  were  severally  commanded  by 
Captains  Volkertsen  and  Christiansen.  The  name  of  tlic  former 
has  not  yet  appeared  in  our  annals,  but  Hendrick  Cl^risliansen, 
(De  Laet  tells  us,)  was  the  first  commandant  of  the  first  fort  erected 
on  Manhattan  Island  in  1614,  and  in  the  same  year  two  otlier  forts 
were  built  on  the  Iludoon;  one  at  Esopus  and  one  at  the  liead  of 
navigation  near  Albany.  Six  years  later,  and  in  the  same  year 
that  the  Puritans  touched  the  rim  of  the  coast  at  Plymouth,  tiio 
advanced  station  of  the  commercial  settlement  of  this  province  v;as 
on  the  Mohawk  at  Schenectady.* 

Let  me  now  quote  a  passage  from  our  historical  colh.-'ctlon.-^, 
which  sets  forth  in  a  still  more  striking  light,  the  union  of  com- 
mercial enterprise  and  maritime  science  in  these  wortl^y  i)redo- 
ccssors  of  our  present  gallant  race  of  New-York  ship-masters  and 
let  me  invite  your  special  attention  to  this  fact,  that  within  two 

"  1C16  vers  cetto  anuee  les  Ilollandais  etablirent  le  villajre  d'Esopu«,  qui  pnt 
ensuit  le  nom  de  Kingston.  1620  estab!i?;i:mcut,  par  les  mrmcs  coloiii-^lt:!  du  vill:jj;e 
do  Schenectady  sur  lu  riviere  de  ]\Ioha\vk  a  15  milles  et  demi  d'  Albany." — 
de  terifier  Ics  Dates.  See  Stu)"\'csaut's  indjcrnaut  protest  (oi  Aii.in:-st,  IGf^l.) 
agJiia.st  the  base  surprisal  and  seizure  of  New-York  by  (he  r,:i::li^!i  i''  >^  t  : 
profound  peace,  in  which  };e  thus  marks  the  date  of  fccttleiat-nt  "  'J  iio  Dutch 
came  not  into  the^e  provinces  by  any  vi'.''o!»ce,  br.t  Ly  virtue  of  a  (  i-mmi-.-^iun,  by 
the  States-General  in  1G14,  jchen  they  srltlcd  the  Xorth  R  '.icr  vj'nr  I'urt  Oinn^'-  ! 

Dr.  Laet,  in  mentioning  tiio  administration  of  Cliri.^teausen  and  Elkens  prior  to 
the  existence  of  the  West  India  Company  and  the  cliartcred  ■^overnm^'nt,  they 
established  here,  under  a  director  general,  at  a  later  period  tays,  Ita  nostri  ub  anno 
cicioc  xiv.  ad  aliquot  succeedentes  tenuerunt. — Nov.  Orb. 
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years  from  the  e.^tabllslimcnt  of  those  trading  stations  at  tlie  Lead 
of  the  Hudson  navigatiou,  a  thorough  coast  survey  was  attempted 
in  a  vessel  built  hero  in  New  Nethcrlaiid,  and  launclied  first  upon 
our  waters.    Here  is  the  record. 

On  the  ISth  of  AugU'^t,  IGIG,  Captain  Cornelius  Hendrickson, 
of  Jlonichendcn,  in  ILilland,  appeared  before  a  meeting  of  the 
States-General,  in  beliiiif  of  the  directors  of  New  Netherland, 
situated  in  America,  between  New  France  and  Virginia,  and 
extending  from  40  to  1-3  degrees  of  North  latitude,"  and  made  a 
report  of  his  having  discovered  and  explored  certain  Iand3,j,a  bay, 
and  three  rivers,  situated  between  38  and  40  degrees  of  latitude, 
in  a  small  yaclil  of  10  tons  hurlhen,  named  the  '*  Onrusif"  (Restless,) 
which  had  Iccn  huUt  there.  lie  also  presented  to  the  States- 
General  a  descriptive  map  of  the  countries  he  had  discovered 
and  explored.  This  map  is  drawn  on  parchment,  about  two  feet 
long  and  eighteen-  inches  wide,  and  is  executed  in  the  most 
elegant  style  of  art.  It  shows,  very  accurately,  (says  INIr.  Brod- 
liead,)  the  situation  of  the  coast  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Capes  of 
Vircrinia,  and  the  discoveries  then  made  in  Lon";  Island  Sound, 
and  in  the  neigliborliDod  of  ■Manhattan..  A  fac-simile  of  tins  map 
is  now  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of"  State  at  Albany.  And  the 
register  of  the  first  vessel  of  which  wo  have  any  account,  built  and 
belonging  to  the  port  of  New-York,  should  never  be  forgotten  by 
any  true  tarpaulin  that  sails  from  our  harbor.  The  Indian  term 
Manhattanuk,  meaning,  "  the  people  of  the  whirlpool,"*  has  been 
thought  still  whimsically  significant  of  our  present  municipal  char- 
acter, but  still  more  prophetic  is  tlie  name  of  the  first  vessel  built 
by  white  men  in  this  vState,  230  years  ago.  Yes,  "  the  Restless  " 
was  the  pioneer  craft  of  this  fevered  Tnetropolis,  whose  eager 
commerce  now  "  pu-hes  its  wharves  into  the  sea,  blocks  up  the 
wide  rivers  with  ik.i;ts,  ami,  sen-ling  its  ships,  the  })ride  of 
naval  architecture,  to  every  clime,  defies  every  wind,  outstrides 
every  tempest,  and  invades  every  zone."! 

*  Schoolcraft 

t  Bancroft,  as  quoted  by  IJrodhead,  in  this  connection. — DUcourse  hefore  the 
Ncic-York  Historical  Society. 
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Tbe  fur  trade,  tlie  early  nursery  of  the  liardihood  of  New 
NclberlanJ,  and  her  favorite  sphere  of  adventure,  long  after  she* 
passed  to  the  British  rule,  v^'as  now  boldly  enterei  upon  and 
j)rosccuted  for  a  while  with  singular  success.  In  1620,  as  we 
liavo  ah-eady  said,  a  trading  station  was  erected  at  Schenectad}', 
and  two  years  after  the  landing  of  the  M'lyflower,  when  INIorton 
ai  iived  in  New  England  in  1G22,  ho  tells  us  that  the  colonists  of 
the  Hudson  had  already  exported  the  worth  of  tweiity  thousand 
pounds  sterling  from  the  forests  of  New-York.  The  advanced 
post  on  the  Mohawk  brought  the  colonists  in  contact  with  the 
nearest  of  the  confederated  cantons  of  the  Iroquois;  and  then  began 
that  It^ague  with  this  singular  republic  of  the  Red  Man,  which 
endured  till  the  acts  of  England  in  the  Eevolution  first  arrayed 
the  Iroquois  against  the  patriot  citizens  of  New-York,  who  took 
up  aims  in  the  war  of  Independence. 

The  whole  impoits  from  1G24  to  1G27,  were  valued  at  forty- 
six  thousand  dollars,  while  the  exports  exceeded  sixty-eight  thou- 
sand dollars.* 

Three  years  afterwards,  (1630,)  the  condition  of  the  settlements 
on  the  Hudson  are  described  by  a  cotemporary  English  writer  as 
"  knowne  to  subsist  in  a  comfortable  manner,  and  to  promise  fairlie 
both  to  the  State  and  the  undertakers.  The  cause  is  evident :  — 
the  men  whom  they  carric,  though  they  be  not  many,  are  wel! 
chosen  and  known  to  be  useful  and  serviceable;  and  they  second 
them  with  seasonable  and  fit  supplies,  cherishing  them  as  carefully 
as  their  own  families,  and  employing  them  in  profitable  labors  that 
are  knowne  to  be  of  speciall  use  to  their  comfortable  subsistence. ''^ 
And  in  1632  Captain  ]Mason  of  New  Plymouth  writes  to  the 
English  Secretary  of  State,  that  *'  the  Dutch  on  the  river  of  ^fan- 
ahatta  have  built  shippes  there,  whereof  one  was  sent  into  Holland 
of  600  tons  or  thereabouts ;  and  have  made  sundry  good  returns 
of  commodities  from  tlieme  into  Holland.  Especially  this  year 
have  they  returned  fifteen  thousand  beaver  skins,  besides  other 
articles. "i 

»  Moultou's  "  Novum  Bel2:ium.''  +  See  Phuter's- Pica,  I/ondon.  IG30, 

t  Brodliead's  London  Doc. 
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In  1G3S  llic  trade  as  well  as  the  cullivalion  of  tlio  soil  of  New 
Netherlaiid  was  by  tlic  formul  act  of  the  States-General,  thrown 
open  to  every  jjcison  whcllicr  dcnizon  or  foroi<^ncr.* 

From  this  period,  although  still  but  a  hamlet,  dates  that  cosmo- 
politan character  which  soon  marked  the  future  metropolis  of  the 
Union,  more  decidedly  even  at  that  early'  day,  tliat  it  did  more 
])opulous  neighborhoods.    T])C  colony  often  languished  from  the 
inefficiency  of  its  rulers;  but  that  very  imbecilily  of  rule  left  the  | 
character  of  the  people  to  dcvelope  through  their  own  individual  | 
enterprise;  and  while  all  Ftrai^-gers  were  welcome  among  them,  j 
the  New-Yorkers  of  that  day  asked  nothing  from  the  new  comer 
save  that  he  should  show  he  was  iderilififd  with  "  ihis  country'^  as 
they  already  began  to  term  their  province,  by  accepting  a  graVjt  of 
land,  and  laying  a  hearth-stone  wilh  the  re^t.    Their  whole  idea  of  | 
homogenousnebs,  of  clanship,  (if  conservatism,  seemed  based  upon  ! 
the  notion  of  each  denizen  having  a  homestead  of  his  own.    Their  j 
ingenious  modification  of  the  feudatory  spirit,  transferred  to  the   *  j 
Stale  the  homage  and  loyalty  which  pure  feudalism  gave  to  tlie 
prince  or  the  baron;  and  this,  as  1  sliall  show  hereafter,  was  the 
intended  correction  of  any  abuse  of  the  cosmopolitan  spirit  induced 
by  their  theory  of  citizenship — a  theory  as  dlflcrent  from  that  of 
the  English  as  is  the  bond  ofmarria-^e  from  the  filial  tie. 

Learning,  meanwhile,  which  already  began  to  flourish  in  New-  j 
England,  was  sadly  neglected  iji  Xe\v-\ork,  as  literature  is  now;  ! 
while  commerce,  as  now,  was  the  one  idea  of  the  Knickerbockers  j 
as  much  as  a  peculiar  Cliurcli  h;'.d  i'eon  the  one  idea  of  the  veritable  I 
Pilorims.  Now,  which  of  the.  e  ideas  was  firt^t  established  here?  i 
which  of  these  ideas  h:>s  been  most  steadily  carried  out  up  to  the  j 
present  moment  ?  j 

Wliy  they  whose  literature  now  gives  law  to  the  mind  of  so  i 
many  American  communities,  bmuglit  over  with  them  the  doctrines 
of  the  Dutch  Armenius,  stowed  away  in  the  hold  of  the  Mayflpwer  ! 
to  puzzle  their  own  minds  ;  the  home  inheritors  of  their  peculiar 
Church  and  College  privileges,  are  now  the  first  to  embrace  the 

•  O'Callaghan. 
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questionings  of  every  new  dogmn,  and  impinge  it  ultli  Punt  •itjic. 
intolerance  upon  others;  while  the  two  noblest  edifices  upon  ih^ 
continent,  consecrated  to  the  Faith  of  the  original  i?ilirrims,  a?«? 
now  reared  beneath  the  wing  of  Commerce  in  tlie  "  New  Nelhcrh?u« " 
islands  of  Manhattan  and  Nassau.* 

The  early  civil  privileges  of  New-York  ofier  indci  d  a 
most  interesting  field  of  inquiry.  The  political  question  of  "A'.i- 
iivism,^'  as  it  is  called,  (which  was  broad,  generous,  and  republican, 
as  compared  with  the  question  now  pressing  upon  us;  that  of  llso 
Puritan  Anglo-Saxon,  or  any  other  foreign  race  claijniiig  to  be  ilio 
chief  representatives  and  only  interpreters  of  the  geiiiu-i  of  our 
institutions;)  finds  no  support  in  the  early  doctrines  of  Xew-Vt-rl: ; 
though  the  spirit  which  influenced  some  of  the  upliohhrs  of 
nativisra  is  deeply  ingrained  in  her  unvviitteu  coiistit iition.  TK-jl 
spirit,  while  freely  recognizing  to  the  uttermost  the  Li)smop()rit;jii 
principle  already  indicated,  sedulously  guarded  against  its  ai>u.«.o 
by  exacting  from  all  new  comers  the  most  solemn  and  comjireli'^n- 
sive  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  commonwealth  here.  I. ike  tho 
marriage  rite  in  some  schools  of  faith-^  this  allegiance  carried  with  it 
the  sanction  of  a  sacrament,  in  the  modified  feudal  views  of  u.nl 
day.  It  was  an  allegiance,  not  to  doclrine  nor  oj)iiH;»!!,  whirh 
seems  to  be  the  existing  theory  of  citizenship  among  bouu}  of  our 
v/ise  politicians,  but  to  the  State  itself;  whose  loyal  liegernun  v^cU 
foreign  candidate  for  citizenship  became,  as  the  first  condition  of 
that  political  marriage  which  was  intended  wholly  to  supersede  l):o 
filial  tie  of  "  Father-land." 

JMany  were  the  New  Englanders,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show, 
who,  seeking  for  "  a  fair  field  and  no  favor,"  availed  themselves  *>f 
this  broad  but  clearly  defined  platform,  to  rise  to  consideration  iti 
New-York;  many  who  never  dreamed  that  the  condition  oi  l.«y:il!y 
to  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  commonwenlth  under  wh:.  ).  t;  «*y 
won  preferment  here,  would  be  set  aside  by  ihciv  modern  country- 
men  in  order  to  prove  that  New-York  was  a  [wovi-i;re  of  New 
Endand. 

o 

•  The  "Church  of  the  Puritans"  oq  Uuion  Squ.irc,  and  the  Church  of  iL* 
Pilgrims"  on  Brooklyn  Heights. 
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We  must  now — in  Di  dor  to  sec  how  far  tlie  v\r[hts  of  a  frecm?.n 

o 

were  guarantied  to  lier  citizens,  at  the  very  inception  of  the 
political  history  of  tlie  State — we  must  now  briefly  revert  to  the 
country  wlicncc  came  her  first  j)i()neers  of  many  races  and  every 
leligious  persuasion. 

No  part  of  Europe  contains  half  the  number  of  beautiful 
cities,  towns,  and  village?,  all  distinguished  by  an  air  of  neatness 
peculiar  to  Holland  ''''  *  *.  The  civil  wars  in  France,  the  troubles  in 
Germany,  and  the  religious  persecutions  every  where,  crowded 
the  provinces  with  ingenious  mechanics  and  artists;  because  here 
they  miglit  practise  th.e  dictates  of  cou'^cience,  and  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  industry  in  security  and  repose.   New  manufactories  were  every 
day  erected,  and  trades  too  big  for  ijidivi.luals,  were  conducted  to 
advantage  by  joint-slocks.    During  a  b!of)dy  contest  that  continued 
for  forty  years,  the  republic  attained  the  highest  pitch  of  grandeur 
— the  freedom  of  the  press  was  thorouch  and  universal — and  not- 
withstanding the  magistrates  were  themselves  the  subjects  of  the 
keenest  pasquinades,  they  (»|)posed  eveiy  proposition  to  shackle  it 
*  *■  *,    The  colonist?  composed  the  botly  of  the  people,  but  Jews, 
Mahomedans,  Armenians,  and  p5i  (>\vnisl-;,  were  permitted  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religion    *  *  a  sedulous  regnrd  to  freedom  ap])ears 
in  every  part  of  their  con.-iitulioti.    'I'his  li.epublic  of  Holland, 
composed  of  seven  provinces,  eaci:  enjoying  its  own  independent 
privileges,  the  State  may  be  lerniod  a  confederacy,  united  by  one 
common  interest.    The  seven  provinces  are  all  separate  republics, 
acknowledging  no  authority,  suborditrate  to  no  other  power  save 
that  vested  in  their  p:irtical;ir  SuKes.    ]Cven  the  provinces  them- 
selves are  divided  into  smaller  rejvjblics,  [our  present  township 
and  district  system.]  Every  city  possesses  certain  sovereign  privi, 
leges.'    Her  provincial  States  cannot  se:7.c  an  ofiender,  pardon  a 
crime,  or  frame  laws  v/ithin  th  ' j  jri.-dlc.ion  of  a  city.  Every  thing 
relative  to  itself  and  uncouTiectcd  with  llie  rest  of  the  proviisce,  is 
transacted  by  its  own  m;iL,i--traLe.-:.         *   J  he  union  of  the  seven 
provinces  maybe  compared  to  the  union  ol" several  princes,  formed 
for  their  mutual  security,  re[Hj>e,  and  defence.    Each  preserves 
his  own  sovereignty,  while  he  enters  upon  certain  engagements 
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peculiar  to  the  confederacy.  *  *  *  The  government  favors /j/)  n./Mui 
inquiry  into  the  faith  of  any  man.  *  *  At  Amsterdam  cvfrv  "f^cx 
knovvn  in  Europe,  almost  in  the  world,  hath  its  public  uh  iiiii  ■ .  ; 
all  are  citizens  associated  by  the  bonds  of  society  and  governmtMii, 
under  the  important  protection  of  indifferent  laws,  with  Cfj'jil 
encouragement  of  arts,  industry,  and  genius,  and  equal  freed •»ra 
of  sentiment,  speculation,  and  inquiry."* 

Such  was  the  European  Republic  from  which  came  the  |)ionfcrji 
of  New- York;  in  the  heart  of  which  State  already  exi>ted  (inly 
aboriginal  Republic  known  among  the  Red  Race  of  tliis  continent. 
An  aboriginal  Republic,  which,  by  Cadwallader  Golden,  v.rilJ!;^ 
one  hundred  years  ago,  is  most  curiously  assimilated  to  tli'^  He- 
public  of  Holland ;  the  accomplished  tory  writer  never  drerisnifi;^ 
the  while,  he  was  proving  that  a  ])mvg  Re{)ub1icau  system,  wheilirr 
imported  or  indigenous,  seemed  intended  by  Providence  to  siansp 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  from  the  first.! 

*  Sir  William  Temple,  Basnage,  and  others,  quotcu  iu  the  Unlver^itl  IL>;  '  rj  ,** 
vol.  xi.  fol.  ed.  lioudon,  17G2.  Tliis  work,  so  favorably  ihciiuoik  J  by  I).'-.  Jv.huwifa 
h  Clarke's  favorite  authority  iu  his  Comnicutaries  ou  the  iJihlc. 

t  The  parallel  drawai  by  Golden  i:>  worth  quotin:^  iu  this  co'snocti  Jii : 
"This  Fjv£  NATIONS,  (the  Iroquois  of  N<  w-York.)  rori.sL-t  of  in 'ny  lr.b-«  m 
nations  joined  ton^cther  by  a  lea^-ne  or  confederacy,  lii^e  'Vn\:  Umvk!)  I'lioi  jsc.*^» 
(of  Holland,)  and  without  any  superiority  of  one  over  th'^  ollirr.  Tlji.s  u:u'-!:i  hx*. 
continued  so  long,  that  the  Chri.-.tian3  kuow  noth".n;:r  of  tho  oni;in:il  of  it  'V>*^ 
people  of  it  are  known  by  the  En^usl)  nanif^s  of  Moliawk--,  Oncyd')es,  Onaiid:s^*j«^ 
Cayu^Eis,  and  Seuekas.  Eacii  of  these  nations  is  ^'nun  divided  into  tlif<,  e  tr;5K«  cj- 
families,  who  distinguish  themselves  by  three  ditlerent  arms  or  ensigns,  au?! 
sachems  put  this  ensign  or  mark  of  their  family  to  every  public  paper  when  y 
sign  it.  Each  of  theso.  nations  is  an  ab^jolute  republic  by  ilse'f,  and  rvcry  r.v'.ii-* 
in  each  nation  makes  an  independent  republic,  and  (as  in  our  t-xisUii;:  iowu-ii  j*  aa4 
district  system)  is  governed  in  all  public  aiTairs  by  it.-- own  sachems,  'ii'.**  at/.av.-  Jy 
of  these  rulers  is  gaiu'-d  by  and  coasi.^s  wiiolly  in  the  opiruon  tiie  rest  of  iuc  iiai^im 
have  of  their  wisdom  and  intc^^rity.  Tiioy  strictly  follow,  (l.k^  the  llolhtnd.'r*,) 
one  maxim,  formerly  used  by  the  liomau-s,  to  increase  their  strength,  that  is,  liffy 
encourage  the  people  of  other  nations  to  incorporate  with  tlieni.'' 

A  distinguished  feature  of  tiicir  character,  (says  Do  Witi  Clinton,)  was  .-in 
exalted  spirit  of  liberty,  which  scouted  with  equal  uuiignity  at  domestic  or  forrs^a 
control.    "  Wfi  AKE  born  free  I"  said  Garangida,  a  century  btforo  tho  identical 
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Let  us  now  sco  liou-  the  first  white  Republicans  of  New-York 
carried  out  tlie  eclectic  principle  of  citizenship,  already  indigenous 
to  the  soil  of  this  Stale,  as  shown  by  Golden;  how  *'  they  encour- 
aged the  people  of  other  nations  to  incorporate  with  them,"  and 
how  the  rights  and  privileges  accorded  to  all  men  of  all  nations  in 
Holland,  were  guarantied  to  settlers  of  every  country  in  this 
State. 

The  first  chartered  city  in  the  colony  was  our  present  metro- 
polis, and  the  avowed  object  of  her  first  charter  is  to  establish  a 
government,  wherein  the  citizens  shall  choose  their  magistrates 
and  a  representative  council  annually.  (Dunlap.)  This  charter 
dates  in  the  month  of  May,  1G21.  That  is,  within  seven  years  of 
the  first  active  measures  which  had  been  taken  and  effectually 
carried  out  for  planting  the  colony  of  the  Hudson.  That  wide- 
spread colony,  being  already  so  advanced  as  to  require  a  central 
government,  which  should  erect  it  into  a  province. 

The  trading  "stations"  }>rcviously  planted  on  the  Hudson, 
which  are  at  this  day  populous  towns,  had  each  already  become 
the  nucleus  of  a  "  scttlt-mcM  t,"  and  in  the  municipal  government, 
two  systems,  essentially  dilTercnt,  obtained. 

In  the  colonies,  as  the  settlements  removed  from  Manhattan 
were  called,  the  superintending  power  was  in  several  instances 
lodged  in  one  individual  kuown  u.s  iho  pairoon.    This  "  patroon,'* 

words  verc  penned  by  tho  iiuinortal  Jefierson.  With  this  republic  of  native 
freemen  on  our  own  soil,  a  foriaal  Icaj^ie  was  contracted  at  Schenectady  in  tho 
year  1G:20,  by  tiie  firj^t  European  repiililioaiis  who  ever  trod  this  eoil,  and  these  last 
came  from  tho  United  rroviiict  s,  wliich  tho  acutc-niinded  and  sagacious  Colden 
recojriiizcd  as  the  nearest  typ«"  of  tliis  then  only  e.xisting  American  Confederacy. 
That  New-York  league,  tliou-h  ofh  n  tested  by  the  dire  invasions  of  tlie  French, 
existed  unbroken  fhrouirh  one  hun  lred  and  fifty  years  of  tho  colonial  hi:  tory  of  this 
State.  Let  tho  spcculatiM-  r' ail- r  now  re\iTt  to  the  spirit  of  tho  institutions  of 
either  section  of  that  le:v:ue  :is  liore  trae-Ml  by  oilier  pens  than  mine,  and  then  turn 
to  the  Constitution  of  New-York  for  the  year  1616,  in  which  tho  best  features 
common  to  both  re-appcar,  aud  he  must  ackno\vlcd;Te  that  thcro  is  no  necessity  for 
-  New-Yorkers,  whether  of  to-day  or  of  two  hundred  years  ago,  looking  either  to 
Connecticut  or  to  New  riymoulh  for  tho  genius  of  New-York  institutions.  (See 
0.U  interesting  paper  on  this  subject  by  tiic  zcaloius  anti<piarian  Giles  F.  Gates,  Esq.) 
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who  at  his  own  expejise  imported  hitlier  the  setlK  rs  up  »n  h'.» 
manor-grant,  was  the  immediate  vassal  of  the  State,  aud 
responsible  to  that  sovereign  authority  for  the  conduct  la  the 
tenants  upon  his  manor.  In  return  for  their  obedience  to  llic  ;»» t 
of  his  special  courts,  eJicts^and  ordinances,  the  patroon  was  buiijjd 
to  protect  his  colonists  against  the  surrounding  Indian  tril  ls  mi  l 
all  other  aggressors,  and  the  colonists  had  the  right  to  addus.^ 
themselves  by  appeal  to  the  supreme  authority  at  Mafjhattan,  irj 
case  they  were  either  aggrieved  or  oppressed  by  f.aid  pntrofin. 

But  this  provision  for  drawing  capital  into  the  couiitry  by 
erection  of  manors,  constituted  only  a  single  feature  iti  the  genenil 
syste'm  of  colonial  government,  which  was  erected  upon  the  tollow. 
ing  basis  : — 

"  Those  colonists  who  shall  form  within  llieir  limit  .  su*-h  ii 
settlement  of  people  as  to  constitute  hamlets,  vilhigc:?,  or  cvctj 
cities,  shall  obtain  in  such  case,  middle  and  lower  juri.sdici ion,  and 
the  same  rights  as  manors  in  Holland,  and  sh;dl  in  like  manner  i'l* 
capacitated  to  hear  and  use  the  names  and  iilles  thereof;  autl  xla- 
qualified  persons*  of  such  cities,  villages,  and  hamlets,  shall  in 
such  case,  be  authorized  to  nominate  for  the  ofilce  of  ina^Ulr-afr:i, 
a  double  number  of  persons,  wdicrefrom  a  selection  .sha'l  l>o  nvu\c 
by  the  director  and  council ;  and  justice  slndl  be  adiiii!ii5tL'rrd  \u 
these  hamlets,  villages,  aru!  cities,  acct)r(ling  to  the  style  and  ord»'i 
of  the  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  the  cities  and  manors  iheroof;  to 
which  end  the  courts  shall  follow,  as  far  as  tiie  sanie  is  possible, 
the  ordinances  received  here  in  New  Amsterdam." 

Now  I  would  ask  you,  if  our  boaste;!  "  Anglo-Saxon  "  lowurilnp 
system  offers  any  thing  freer  than  this?  or  if  there  be  any  rl.-trirr 
found  in  the  colonial  history  of  America,  establi.-^hing  ujore  rlrurlv 
the  privileges  of  a  colonist,  wdictlier  viewed  in  irfVrrncc  to  t^.^* 
town  In  v/hich  he  lived,  or  to  the  whole  province,  ov  toll.o  n:oU.»  r 
coun'ry  ] 

Well  then  does  the  historian  of  New  Nelherlandf  say,  tliai 

*  I  can  only  gather  from  the  spirit  of  the  in-titulioas ol'  Ilollaiul,  us  jK>iirlra)vd 
upon  a  previous  jitige,  that  cac'i  town  settled  the  quahficatioa  of  ils  own  vuters. 
t  Dr.  O'Callaghan. 


i 


24 

"it  is  to  the  HepuLlic  of  Ilollantl,  and  the  wise  and  beneficent 
moclification  of  tlic  feudal  code,  wliicli  obtained  these,  and  not  to 
the  puritanic  idea  of  popular  freedom  introduced  from  Connecticut,  | 
as  some  incorrccihj  cJuhn,^  tliat  New  Netherland  and  tlie  several       ^  i 
towns  witliin  its  confines  were  indebted  for  whatever  municipal 
privileges  they  enjoyed.    The  charters  under  which  they  were 
planted  weie  essentially  Dutcli,  and  not  of  Connecticut  origin;         ^  | 
and  those  who  look  to  New  I^ngrand  as  the  source  of  popular  j 
privileges  in  New  Netherland,  fall  therefore  into  a  grievous  error,  I 
sanctioned  neither  by  law  nor  histoi-y."  j 

But  the  Eno:li:>hmcn  of  two  hundred  years  ajro  themselves  best 
recognized  the  freedom  of  New  Netherland  by  crowding  hither, 
as  to  an  asylum  of  liberty;  by  aidinc;  to  plant  an  infant  State  under 
this  very  charter,  and  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  whicli 
identified  them  and  their  descendants  with  the  existing  franchises 
and  future  prosperity  of  the  commonwealth  of  which  they  formed 
a  part,  and  with  all  the  memories  and  pride  of  the  sovereign  State 
of  New- York. 

Founded,  as  this  Society  is,  upon  those  associations  which  j 
mark  our  independent  existt-ni  e,  whether  as  a  colony,  a  province,  ! 
or  a  state,  without  any  reference  to  the  extraction  of  its  members, t  i 
whether  Hollander,  Huguenot,  English,  or  Jlindostanee,  it  may 
still  be  interesting  to  mention  a  few  of  the  diverse  peoples  which, 
in  the  early  days  of  New-York,  were  again  and  again  grafted  in 
among  the  three  races  which  form  the  basis  of  the  Knickerbocker  , 
stock.    For  the  three  great  er.is  of  New-York  colonization  are  its 
first  commercial  jdanting  by  the  Hollanders;  its  becoming  the 
principal  asylum  of  the  Huguenots  in  America  after  the  revocation 
of  the  edict  of  Nantes;  and  llie  inHux  of  Cavalier  and  anti-Puritan 
English,  after  it  became  a  province  of  the  British  Stuarts.t 

*  Bancroft. 

t  The  conditions  ot'  rnenibor^liip  of  lIic  Si.  Nicholas  Society  of  New-York,  have      ,  i 
no  reference  to  a  Dutch  rxtraction,  a-v  Is  f^ono rally  snpi)osed.    Chancellor  Jones,  * 
the  venerable  priiidont,  i-s  u  descendant  of  a  Welsh  oflicer,  who,  like  the  founders 
of  several  other  dislinj^uishcd  New-York  families  of  similar  extraction,  served  in 
the  armies  of  the  Prince  of  Oran^i^  before  cominjr  to  settle  in  this  State. 

X  These  last  uliiuiulely  fc-tatnpcd  the  language  of  New-York  ;  whose  very 
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In  1G24,  ten  years  after  tlic  Hollanders  establiifiLeil  tlicir  ilncc. 
forfs  on  the  Hudson,  and  commenced  that  lino  of  pobls  which  ^'>^>Il 
extended  from  the  Connecticut  to  the  Delaware,  we  have  the  lit^t 
infusion  here  of  the  different  races  from  which,  one  hundred  vea;  > 
later,  the  genuine  Knickerbocker  was  evolved. 

A  large  body  of  WALLoo^-s,  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  bf  twec  ji 
France  and  Flanders,  wlio  spoke  the  old  Gallic  language,  atul 
professed  the  reformed  religion,  applied  in  1622  to  iSir  Dudley 
Carlton  to  settle  in  Virginia,  with  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  town 
there.  The  Walloons,  during  "  the  thirty  years"  war,  diblingul-hed 
themselves  for  their  valor  and  savage  spirit,  end  the  goverui/r  of 
Virginia  seems  not  to  have  given  a  satisfactory  reply  to  wli.it  ho 
probably  considered  an  arrogant  condition,  which  they  p:;>p'.».s.>d 
as  the  basis  of  any  settlement  in  his  colony,  viz: — Th;it  iht-y  ;huuid 
be  governed  by  magistrates  elected  by  themselves.*  Several 
families  of  these  Walloons  therefore,  established  themselves  (in  the 
year  1G24,)  in  New  Netherland,  within  the  confines  of  tin*  prcsc^nt 
town  of  Brooklyn,  on  Long  Island,  where  the  Wallabout  (or  *'  IJay 
of  Foreigners," — Wale  Bocht,)  still  identifies  their  nrcmory  with 
the  locality;  and  several  other  flimilies  of  the  same  racf,  t:ikrig 
one  of  Christianse'  "stations"  as  the  nucleus  of  their  <-*<lui)y, 
augmented  the  settlement  at  the  base  of  tlie  Katzbergs,  near  ihc 
head  of  ship  navigation,  on  the  Hudson. 

In  1642  a  band  of  representatives  of  the  English  race  appear 
in  New  Netherland,  and  plant  themselves  beside  their  Deh^lc  and 
Gallic  predecessors,  with  whom  they  soon  become  blended  by 
intermarriage.  In  this  year  a  band  of  religionists,  led  on  by  iho 
Rev.  Mr.  Doughty,  Richard  Smith,  and  otliers,  who  had  f  .-llowci] 
the  Pilgrims  from  old  England  to  New  England,  were  conipt  'U.  J 
to  withdraw  from  the  latter  country  by  the  persecution  they  rec-civt-d 
there;  arid,  after  making  formal  ap[)lIc:ition  to  the  autlt  ir:'.«->  o! 

English  provincialisms,  in  many  respects  so  diiT-rfnt  from  otlicr  Eii.'I.'h  prv.vinri.il- 
isms  of  New  England,  go  far  to  disprove  an  identy  of  provinrial  ori^^ln  in  tJie 
English  settlers  of  either  colony  ;  much  less  that  tho  Furitiins  ever  in»printed  their 
peculiarities  upon  New-York  as  "  New  En^^dand's  cldctt  daughter !  " 
*  O'Callagi'.an. 
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New  Nctlicrlantl,  tlu\v  lia«l  a  grant  of  laiul  assigned  to  lliem. 
Endowed  with  the  usual  privileges  of  free  manors,  such  as  free 
exercise  of  their  reJigion,  powers  to  plant  towns,  build  churches, 
nominate  magistrates,  artd  administer  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction. 
Six  months  later,  Tlirogmorton,  who  had  already  been  driven  with 
Roger  Williams  from  Massachusetts  by  the  fiery  Hugh  Peters, 
procured  permission  to  seLilo  thirty-five  families  on  the  lands  in 
Westchester  county,  nowkn^jwn  as  Throg's  Neck,  which  the  New 
Netherlanders  at  that  time  named  Vrcdehind,  or  •*  Land  of  Peace." 
A  meet  application,  as  O'Callaghan  remarks,  **  for  the  spot  selected 
by  those  who  were  bruised  and  broken  down  by  religious  perse- 
cution." In  the  same  year  the  Lady  Moody,  with  her  minor  son. 
Sir  Henry,  and  many  followers,  i1ed  in  a  similar  manner  from  New 
England  to  the  asylum  of  New  Netherland,  and  founded  the  town 
of  Gravezande,  (now  CJravcsend,)  on  Long  Island.  To  which 
island  Thomas  Ffarrington,  John  Townsend,  William  Lawrence, 
John  Ffaman,  and  others,  were  compelled,  in  the  next  twenty 
months,  to  remove  with  their  families,  from  New  England;  and 
after  accepting  a  grant  of  land  from  the  authorities  of  New  Nether- 
land, enroll  themselves  as  liegemen  of  that  province. 

The  historian  Do  Laet  Bays,  in  speaking  of  this  period  of  the 
history  of  New  Netherland,  "  numbers,  nay,  whole  towns,  to  escape 
from  the  insupportable  guvernment  of  New  England,  removed  to 
New  Netherland  to  enjoy  that  liberty  denied  them  by  their  own 
countrymen."  So  great  was  the  inllux  of  Englishmen  v/ho  came 
now,  not  as  the  veritable  Pilgrims  had  proposed  in  Holland,  "  to 
reform  any  thing  which  was  amiss"  among  their  entertainers, 
but  to  enjoy  true  Knickerbocker  freedom,  that  the  director-general 
of  this  province,  in  order  "  to  prevent  the  disturbance  of  harmony 
and  social  intercourse,  more  or  less,  by  the  incoming  of  so  many 
strangers  to  reside  here,"  ajipointed  George  Baxter  as  "  English 
secretary  of  the  council  of  New  Netherland."  It  is  worth  slating 
in  this  connection,  however,  that  the  Dutch  language  is  at  this  very 
day  still  spoken  in  many  of  the  localities  of  Long  Island  by  some 
of  the  de><cendants  of  th'^se,  then  "  strangers."  It  is  to  this  early 
English  immigration  that  certain  ingenious  theorists  have  attempted 
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to  trace  tlio  lllicrtics  of  Ncw-Yorl:,  aiul  Cbtabli.-^li  i!,< m  m 
Puritan  origin.    But  these  men  most  assuredly  cnnio  net  \ni\n  t  \  r> 
bring  "Puritan  freedom,"  but  to  escape  **  pure  Ani;l.)-S:i.xf,ti " 
tyranny,  and  their  descendants  have  ever  been  among  llie  siaunchci 
children  of  St.  Nicholas. 

All  these  immigrants,  as  \vcl1  as  some  who  cnmo  in  fn»m 
Virginia  about  this  period,  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  iho  diroctnr 
and  council  of  New  Nclhcrland,  "  to  follow  the  direcior  or  titiy  of 
his  council  wherever  they  shall  lead;  faithfully  to  give  Insiant 
warning  of  any  treason  or  other  detriment  to  this  coi-niky,  ll;fil 
shall  come  to  their  knowledge ;  to  assist  to  the  utmost  of  ilu-ir 
powers  in  defending  with  their  treasure  and  tlicir  blood,  ihv 
inhabitants  thereof,  against  all  enemies." 

In  the  cordial  reception  of  tliese  immigrants  we  have  the  fullc#l 
recognition  of  the  cosmopolitan  spirit  which  has  siuce  liion  mado 
New-York  the  metropolis  of  the  Union.  In  the  jeal  ius  exaction 
of  this  formidable  oath  of  fealty,  we  have  the  iao>t  solemn  f=afe- 
guard  against  the  perversion  of  that  cosmopolitan  Fpirit  to  riny 
external  use  against  the  pride  and  honor  of  the  land  wo  call  ♦mr 
own.  In  confirmation  of  the  latter  spirit,  we  have  t!ie  \vt»?dg  uf 
that  curious  proclamation  of  the  council  of  New  N("iiie!  I  ind,  \vh>cS, 
ten  years  later,  marks  the  jiresence  of  the  next  elrnjcnt  o{  tlf? 
Knickerbocker  lineage. 

This  paper,  which  bears  date  iStli  September,  10  IS,  fcIs  fortit. 
**  Whereas  it  has  been  seen  with  great  concern,  that  nnny  Scotch 
merchants,  who,  from  time  to  time,  come  from  their  own  coiintry 
over  here,  after  having  sold  out  their  cargoes,  go  with  their  ship^ 
to  some  other  place  without  doing  atiy  benefit  to  this  countrt-, 
which  is  an  injury  to  our  people,  who  are  obliged  lo  he  '-r  all 
burdens:  Therefore  it  is  deemed  adviseable  for  the  inhah:M:;l*  of 
New  Netherland  to  take  action,  so  that  from  thi.-  l;me  i  ^i'd 
Scotch  merchants  nnd  small  dealers  who  come  o\(t  fivjr.j  lhe:r 
own  country  with  the  intention  of  trading  here.  sh;i;l  not  lu-  |)or- 
mitted  to  carry  oi]  any  trade  in  the  land,  until  after  they  liave  h  id 
a  residence  here  in  New  Netherland  three  years.    And  farther- 
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more,  they  shall  be  compelled,  within  one  year  after  their  arrival, 
to  erect  a  decent  habitable  tenement  in  New  Netherland.'"^ 

The  next  element  of  Knickerbockerhood  dates  from  the  year 
1665,  when  the  colony  of  *'  New  Swedeland  "  surrendered  to  Peter 
Stuyvesant,  wlio,  upon  the  refusal  of  the  Swedes  to  swenr  alh^gi- 
ance  to  the  concjucrors,  "picked  out  the  flower  of  the  Swedish 
trooi)S,  and  sent  them,  wi'.h  seme  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  to 
Manhattan. "t  A  portion  of  these  established  themselves  in  this 
city,  while  others  soon  removed  to  the  Walloon  colony  of  Esopus, 
in  what  is  now  Ulster  county4 

*  Paulding's  New  AnistonlaTn, 

t  See  Coli.  Xesv-Yoric  lIi<tor;o;il  Society,  1814  and  1841.  '  ■  " 

t  Coll.  New-York  lll^jloric.ii  Society.  !!Many  of  theso  Swedish  colonists  were 
Finns.  Dui)I;ip,  vol.  i.  p.  1:27,  shows  how  intimate  was  tho  relaliou  kept  uj)  five  yeais 
after  this  period,  between  t!ie  Swedes  of  New-York  and  those  on  tho  Delaware  ; 
the  latter  of  whom,  being  the  u\oA  numerous,  were  confidently  appealed  to  by  tho 
former  in  1C70,  to  a.-vsist  llicm  in  building  a  place  of  worship,  and  the  governor  gave 
permLssion  to  a  Swedi.-*f»  gonthMU-in,  upon  petition  of  Die  ministers  and  eldei-s  of  tho 
Lutheran  Church  of  New-Vork,  to  go  to  Delaware  to  solicit  benefactions  for  that 
purpose.  The  names  of  the  Swedes,  ahkc  both  of  tlioso  who  were  transplanted  to 
Manhattan,  and  those  who  rem  dned  up  )n  tho  Delaware,  soon  changed  and 
assimilated  in  sound  to  the  nam-  >  oi  the  Dutch,  German,  or  English  neigliborhoods 
lhat  surrounded  them.  To  a  li.-l.  of  .Swedish  colonists  given  by  Andrew  Rudman, 
there  is  the  following  note  in  ih  '  I'ev.  ^Ir.  Clay's  AidloIs  of  the  Swedes  en  the 
Delaware.  "  The  rcadf^r  will  p-'rcfivc  how  much  thf>  orthography  of  many  of  the 
above  names  has  clianged  in  i»riigress  of  time:  Ucn^.stcn  is  now  Bankson  ;  Bonde 
has  become  Ti^-on  ;  vS'rr;i"fe//,Swansou  ;  O'o.v'^.'^.s'oh,  Justis  ;  Jonasson,3oi\Qs  ;  Jocum^ 
Yocum;  Kyn,  Keen;  Jloppman,  Ilofihian  ;  Von  Cnlcn,  Culen;  Hailing,  Ilew- 
lings;  U'iTi/rr,  \\'heoIer,  etc."  Tho  American  Scandinavian  Society  ought  to  look 
after  tho  traditions  of  tiiis  colony,  in  r(  fL-renco  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clay,  in  tho 
work  above  quotcl,  justly  cniiiphiins  that  "  the  geographers  and  historians  of 
America,  while  they  have  bet  n  very  particular  in  detailing  the  circumstances 
connected  with  tho  arrival  and  s  •uh-menl  of  the  I>rigr::.;h  on  James  river,  and  of 
the  PiKrims  in  New  Englaud,  sL-arci  Iy  m<  nlion  that  there  was  ever  such  a  colony 
as  the  Swedes  on  tho  Deliwart  ."  T^if .  ahick  for  the  poor  Swedes,  the  merciless 
satire  of  Irving  has  given  their  l^st  battle  at  Fort  Christina  such  unhappy  in^mor- 
tality,  that  neither  poetn,-,  preachiu-T,  nor  Fredcrika  IJrcmer  could  now  ever  eflect 
for  tho  Birp-ghij*  what  the  two  former  have  done  for  the  MAViLowFR;  whoie 
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In  IGGl  crowJerl  in  the  cavalier  fi'llo^\cis  of  tlie  now  lostoicd 
Stuarts,  some  of  whom,  (like  the  Pilgrim  fathers,)  had  been 
sojourners,  with  their  prince,  in  Holland,  and  s])oke  her  language; 
as  did  the  brave  Calviriist  "  Captain  John  Underliill  with  his  wife," 
Lyon  Gardiner,  who  also  *'  had  served  in  the  low  countries,"  and 
other  luiglish  exiles  and  soldiers  of  fortune  who  preceded  tlie  cava- 
liers, and  played  an  active  part  in  the  Indian  wars  of  Lo!ig  Island; 
where  some  of  Charles  IPs  Tangier  ofTicers  took  np  tlu-ir  manor 
grants  beside  them,  and  in  the  mention  of  their  neighborliood, 
bring  up,  to  this  day,  their  military  service  in  Africa  as  immortalized 
in  the  quaint  periods  of  old  Pepys.  INIany  were  the  rnnnor  grants 
made  to  these  last  comers  amid  the  fair  lands  of  New-Vork,  wlicn 
the  bigotted  English  Duke,  from  which  thk  Niaoaua  State  takes 
its  unmeaning  provincial  name,  established  a  British  government 
over  the  province. 

Twenty  years  later,  following  the  detached  families  of  Norman 
Protestants,  who  had  previously  come  hither  through  th.e  ])orls  of 
Plolland,  bcfjan  the2:reat  Huc^uenot  immigration  into  New-York, 
when  so  many  families  of  persecuted  Frenchmen  migrated  hither, 
and  established  themselves,  some  in  the  city  of  New-York,  sumo 
on  Staten  Island,  some  at  New  Ivochelle,  in  Westchester  county, 
some  near  De  Verio's  ancient  station,  in  what  is  now  Pocklaitd 
county,  and  some,  it  is  believed,  in  NewPallz,  Ulster  county. 

In  1710  New-York,  "  originally  only  a  field  of  wild-wood 
cnterprize  for  the  Dutch  and  Scotch  fir  trader,  but  at  an  early  day 
the  chosen  asylum  of  the  French  aiui-Romanist  and  lOnglish  anti- 
Puritan,"  became  the  asylum  of  three  th(^usand  German  exile.-, 
who,  flying  from  the  devastation  of  *'  the  blazing  Palatinate," 
migrated  in  one  body  to  the  valley  of  the  Hudson;  whilf  tiic  uars 
of  Europe,  and  especially  the  discomfiture  of  the  pretender  to  thf 
British  crown  in  171-3,  sent  hi'Jier  many  an  English,  Irisii,*  ar.d 

vcT\-  iinmo  aionc  can  sink  t'lC  v.-liole  S\\-0(]i.-h  nnvy  of  Ani'^ricna  f  j'.i.':r;it.i'n— li.<- 
Bird-grip,  and  Key  of  Calmer,  tlic  Sican,  Basle,  and  Gjhlcn  SJiar!;,  the  Fav.^i, 
Charitas,  Black-cat,  and  Mcrcurius. 

*  The  Irish  immi^^ration  into  Xer.--York,  vliioli  for  several  qouorafioiis  Ir.s 
perhaps  exceeded  that  of  any  other  race,  seems  not  to  have  been  very  larL;e  before 
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Scottisli  soldier,  who  fouglit  under  opposite  banners  abropJ; — sent 
the  banislietl  captive,  and  liis  land-bountied  conqueror  to  sit  down 
side  by  side  and  culiivato  the  arts  of  i)cace  together  upon  the 
genial  soil  of  New-York. 

The  political  liistory  of  our  State  in  the  intei-vening  and  sub- 
sequent years,  incessantly  brings  uj)  tlic  names  of  different  repre- 
sentations of  all  these  ra'ji.s. 

It  is  often  a  jarring  hi-'ory  when  we  look  to  public  life,  bat  in 
the  private  circle  there  seems  to  have  been  an  early  absorption  of 
national  peculiarities  into  one  general  colonial  character,  based  in 
the  main  upon  domestic  habits.* 

the  Revolution  ;  althoun:ii,  (as  in  t!io  crisc  of  the  Irisli  Clintons  intenrmrrying  with 
the  Dutch  De  Witts,  origiuiitiii'^  t!io  fornior  distint^uished  New-York  family,)  a 
genealogist  would  discover  tluit  lvb\\  blood  contributed  at  an  early  day  to  form  the 
cliaracteristic  stock  o""  New-York. 

*  That  is  according  to  tho  co!Mj»otcnt  testimony  of  an  enlightened  European 
observer,  who  resided  hrrc  for  many  years  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  when 
New-York  was  at  her  full  social  niulurity,  and  when  the  witness  to  the  condition 
of  things  here  was  the  acute  and  discerning  friend  and  correspondent  of  the  critical 
Dugald  Stewart,  the  great  i!io;aj>hysic;an. 

According  to  the  iiitellig'-nt  Mrs.  (Irant  of  Laghan,  whose  delightful  reminis- 
cences of  early  New-York,  I:  ive  of  late  years  found  a  singular  counterpart  in  the 
pictures  of  Swedish  society  giv(  ii  by  Tredrika  Bremer,  there  were  in  her  day  but 
few  youth  of  character  or  ro-pvcti;bihty,  wiio  had  nut  made  one  or  mdic  expeditions 
to  the  fronticn?,  .serving  at  Ic-.i^l  onv  campaign  in  the  interminable  wars  on  the 
Canadian  frontier.  Yet,  the  great  simplicity  of  manners,  the  peace,  security,  and 
abundance  whicjj  prevail,  d  in  t!ie  Valh-y  of  the  Iludion,  gave  to  that  favored 
region  a  character  of  almost  pastoral  Iranrjuillity.  "This  .singular  comnuaiily," 
says  the  observing  Scotch  woman,  "p'  emcd  to  have  a  common  stock,  not  only  of 
fiuficrings  and  cnjoyme;itf,  but  of  iiiro.'-m;ttioji  and  idea.-s."  Some  pre-eminence  in 
point  of  knowledge,  lli«'re  certainly  was,  yet  liioso  who  possessed  it  seemed  scarcely 
conscious  of  then  sn])eri')rity.  Tlic  daily  occa^sions  which  called  forth  the  exertions 
of  mind,  sli^rpened  ^:!-j.T!ty,  and  it.-cn'jth.iM-d  character;  avarice  and  vanity  were 
there  confuied  to  very  nur.ov.-  iinnts;  of  money  there  was  very  little,  (wampum 
beads  being  actually  for  v\  he;!  •  gor.eration  the  principal  medium  of  exchange,) 
and  dress  wa.-:,  Iho  igli  in  come  in^tan'.os  valuable,  not  bubjcct  to  the  caprice  of 
fa.shion;  the  bci^'^ts  of  prey  that  haunted  their  enclusuren,  (for  wolves  and  bears 
especially  abound  in  this  colony.)  and  tlie  enraged  savages  that  always  hung 
Uireatening  on  their  boundaries,  made  them  more  and  more  endeared  to  each  other. 
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The  rioueers  of  New-York  then  wore,  as  we  luivc  seen,  of 
any  other  than  "  Puritan  Anglo-Saxon  "  origin.    From  tlie  hrowu 

In  this  calm  infancy  of  society  tlic  rif^ors  of  law  slept,  because  the  fury  of  turbul.^nl 
passions  hud  not  yet  awakeiu  d  it.  r.isliion,  that  wliiiiisical  tyrant  of  arluU  com- 
munities, had  not  yet  erected  her  standard;  "yet  no  j)ersun,"  says  Mrs.  (I  rant, 
"appeared  uncouth  or  ill-bred,  because  there  was  no  accoinplishcvl  .standard  of 
comparison;  their  mauuers,  if  not  eleirant  and  poli-hrd,  were  nt  loa.sl  easy  and 
independent,  while  servility  and  insolence  were  eij'.iaHy  unknown."  I*',  It  -d  in,  a.s 
it  were,  by  the  formidable  Iroquois  oa  their  nort'.iora  and  we.4erti  l>.)rdrr,  and 
acknowledging  those  martial  tribos  as  their  cliii'f  bidwark  ac^'ain'-l  tli';  all;  <1  Huron* 
and  French  of  Canada,  they  were  thus  brought  in  innncdiato  routaet  wi;li  t!io»<i 
whom  the  least  instance  of  fraud,  insolence,  or  grasping  meanncs-^,  nii','ht  have 
converted  from  even  valuable  friends  into  resistless  enemies.  Tliey  \\ <■■:<•  tiMi.^,  w»» 
are  told,  compelled  at  first  to  '''assume  a  virtue  if  they  had  it  not,"  v.  hi.-  ll.i*  da  !y 
pressure  of  circumstance,  nt  lart  rendered  that  virtue  liabitual. 

With  regard  to  the  New-York  women  of  that  day,  the  same  wrltf  r  bear^  par- 
ticular  testimony  that  while  their  confined  education  precluded  elegance  of  luinJ, 
the  simplicity  of  their  manners  was  as  far  re:iioved  as  possible  fpjin  vr.I'.:arity. 
"  At  the  same  time,"  she  observes,  "  these  uni  uibellished  females  had  more  conj- 
prehension  of  mind,  more  variety  of  ideas,  more,  in  sliort,  of  what  may  be  cnil-  J 
original  thinking,  than  could  be  easily  imagined."  Indeed  it  was  on  the  worn*  a 
that  the  task  of  religious  instruction  chiefly  devolved  ;  and  the  essenti:ils  rjtl:rr  tiian 
the  ceremonials  of  piety,  being  hislillcd  by  them,  the  mulher.'  of  ti.^'  «•<■!<  uy  w  fm 
thus  regarded  with  a  reverence  which  gave  a  simple  earnrstnoss  to  tl;e  cl  uru.clc.- 
when  mixing  in  secular  concerns. 

Of  the  domestic,  or  rath.cr  the  ont-of-duor  piirs'iits  of  Ih.-se  plmplo  houH»;vi\(r, 
there  is  one  charming  picture  whifh  has  como  dusvn  to  U'^.  Wliilc  tin-  custom  of 
the  male  head  of  the  household  cherishing  some  ancient  tree  planted  imnu-dial-ly 
in  front  of  the  door-way,  was  almost  universal  in  boili  Iowa  and  country,  al.kc  in 
Albany  and  New-York,  as  well  as  in  every  rural  tetll-mcnt,  each  dweliin^T  y.  :js 
adorned  with  its  little  garden,  v/hich  was  under  the  sp'^cial  care  of  t!ie  n.i.'-tri>s  of 
the  family.  The  garden  spot,  devoted  cciually  to  flowers  and  escuUnt  ve,o_tii!.l.-s. 
was  thought  to  evidence  equally  the  advance  of  her  t:i::te  and  the  coi.diiioa  J.cr 
house-keeping.  After  dcscribiug  these  gardens  as  "extremely  neat,  U'A  Mua!!, 
and  not  by  any  means  calculated  for  walking  in,"  l!>.e  European  re.sd  :'.t  rx  !  .j:.', 
"I  think  I  yet  see  what  I  have  so  often  beh.-Id  in  both  town  nnl  e<.i::.try,  a 
respectable  nii.tress  of  a  family  going  out  to  her  ganien  in  an  Aprd  moriri;!.  with 
her  great  calash,  her  little  painted  bxskct  of  see.is,  and  her  robo  over  her  shoulders, 
to  her  garden  labors.    Tlic^o  were  by  no  means  figurative  ; 

Trom  morn  till  noon,  from  uoon  till  dewy  ere,' 


plains  of  Normamly  and  llio  f^rrcii  vales  of  England  ;  from  tlie 
sunny  liills  of  Savoy  and  t)je  bleak  wastes  of  Finland,  canic  tlioy 


a  woman  in  vi  ry  easy  clrcimirslaaco.s  and  abnutlaiilly  f;t!itle  in  form  and  nminors, 
v.ould  sow  and  plant,  and  rake,  inccs.-antly."  T!u>se  fair  gardeners  (wo  arc  ai<-o 
told)  were  likewise  pfood  florists,  and  displayed  much  emulation  and  solicitude  in 
Iheir  pleasir.c^  employment. 

In  connection  with  th;-^  p,!iniT>-e  of  n^t  unintero?!.iii<^  hf^nicly  habits  it  liiay  he 
worth  while  to  recur  to  the  condition  of  slavery  in  early  New-York.  So  utterly  is 
this  institution  now  efiliccd  from  ainont;  us,  that  it  luus  become  diOlcult  to  realize 
how  much  is  due  to  tho  f;tr-secin^  statesman  and  piiro  patriot,  through  who.se 
instrumentality,  chicHy,  abolition  was  cfTected  within  our  borders.  Yet  in  no 
colony  of  our  present  Union  did  slavery  more  {roncrally  prevail  than  in  that  of 
New-York;  for  while  the  social  distincticns,  depending  upon  taste  and  education, 
were  quietly  respected,  there  was  h'MO  no  division  of  society  into  two  great  clris:;es, 
as  at  the  south  ;  where  one  great  Uiudod  proprietor  could  count  hundreds  of  human 
beings  as  his  serfs,  while  anollier  uf  the  same  blood,  was  simk  almost  below  the 
servile  tiller  of  the  soil,  by  the  very  f.irt  of  his  owning  no  property  in  any  man  but 
himself.  For,  while  tho  number  of  slaves  in  any  New-York  family  rarely  exceeded 
a  dozen,  llicre  v.';;-  hardly  a  dv/e'liug  in  tho  colony  that  did  not  shelter  some  of 
these  family  appendages.  .Slavery  v.'as  indeed  iicro  literally  "  a  domestic  institu- 
tion." "  Thero  vrere  no  fnld  nr;;rocs,"  no  collection  of  cabins  remote  from  tlie 
house,  knovv'u  as  "  tho  negro  quart.-rs."  Tiie  slaves  lived  under  tho  same  roof, 
and  partook  of  tho  same  faro  a.-  the  rest  of  tho  family,  to  which  they  belonged. 
They  were  .scrupulously  bapli-oJ  teo,  aiul  sliared  tlie  same  religious  instruction  with 
the  children  of  the  family.  11. -'re  wa';  no  especial  l;iw,  wo  arc  told,  preventing 
the  barter  of  slaves ;  but  a  natural  sentiment,  whicli  !iad  grown  into  a  custom,  as 
compulsory  as  any  law,  prevcntetl  the  separation  of  families ;  and,  above  all,  the 
sale  of  any  child  without  llie  prrmission  of  the  mother,  who  would  often  exercise 
her  own  caprice  in  designating  its  future  master,  'i'lie  excliange  of  slaves  was 
also  almo?t  invariably  I'uiit-'d  to  fuu'Iy  i-laiives.  ^\'heu  a  n^gro  woman's  cliild 
attained  t!;c  age  of  three  yean,  it  wu.f  wileir.nly  presented,  the  first  new  year's  day 
following,  to  t!ic  .son,  or  daugiiter,  or  t-llier  young  relation  of  tho  family,  who  was 
of  tho  same;  fox  witii  th'^  c!.:IJ  so  pre;-  ntcd  ;  and  v.-hen  in  after  years,  the  youtlifid 
master  v.-ei'.t  out  to  seek  hlj  fortu.-ies  u:>oii  llio  frontiers,  a  tlioiisand  instances  are 
related  of  the  fidelity  and  dovjlion  ci  th<\-fi  sab'o  p  i-.;:ros,  amid  the  perils  of  the 
wilderness. 

There  is  oa-^  remark  v.  hicl:  I  w:il  vrnlr.ro  to  make,  in  connection  witli  this 
branch  of  our  subject,  beeau'-e  its  truili  may  br*,  even  at  t'lis  lato  day,  verified  in 
Kockland,  Orange,  Kings,  Queens,  and  other  counties  of  this  State,  where  the  full- 
blooded  desct-^nde.nts  of  the  e  u'^gro  slaves  arc  still  found  with  their  African  feat  urcs 
and  complexions,  wholly  unclianged.    In  this  colony  alone  was  it  customary, 
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hither  to  this  "  land  of  a  thousand  la^^es;"  where  blithely  gathered 
the  Salmon  fisher  of  Erin's  rivers,  and  the  hunter  of  the  Stag 
through  Scottish  heather,  to  ply  their  sport  amid  the  forest  fiist- 

amontr  tlio  rural  population,  (after  tho  fashion  of  deiilincj  witli  the  hoii«!ehoIcI  serfs 
of  northern  Europe,  in  tho  olden  time,)  to  seat  tho  menials  at  tlie  lower  end  of  tlio 
family  board,  but  notwithstanding,'  this  familiar  contact  with  tho  race,  amalo^amation, 
as  I  have  already  hinted,  was  utterly  unknown  to  our  forefathers.  Tho  midatto 
mixtnro  was  introduced  hero  from  other  Stales.  As  a  happy  confiriiuition  of  tho 
truth  of  this  observation,  derived  from  other  sources,  I  may  i^rntion,  that  after 
writing  thus  far,  I  found,  upon  referring  to  the  work  from  wliich  I  have  alr(  ady  t^o 
freely  quoted,  tho  valuable  testimony  of  its  writer,  r;iven  in  the  followiuj  words: — 
"  It  is  but  justice  to  record  a  singular  instance  of  moral  delicacy,  distino-ui.shing 
tliis  settlement  (the  Colony  of  New-York,)  from  every  other  in  the  like  circum- 
Btanccs.  Tliough  from  their  simple  and  friendly  modes  of  lifo,  tliey  were  from 
infancy  in  habits  of  familiarity  with  their  negroes,  yet  being  early  taught  that 
nature  had  placed  betv.  cen  them  a  barrier,  which  it  was  in  a  high  degree  criminal 
and  disgraceful  to  pas?,  they  considered  a  mi.vturc  of  such  distinct  races  with  ablior- 
rencc,  as  a  violation  of  her  laws.  This  greatly  conduced  to  the  preservation  (.f 
family  liappincss  and  concord.  It  may  bo  thought  remarkable,  that  our  forefathers, 
while  deducing  not  only  their  general  code  of  morality,  but  this  special  creed  as  to 
the  preservation  of  castes  from  tho  Bible,  likewise  pretended  to  find  in  tlie  tamo 
good  book  the  most  unquestionable  authority  for  holding  the  black  race  in  bondage. 
They  imagined  that  they  liad  found  the  negro  condemned  to  perjiolual  slavery, 
and  thought  nothmg  remained  for  them  but  to  lighten  tho  chains  of  tlieir  follov/ 
Christians  after  havhig  made  them  such." 

We  have  now  to  confess,  that  though  the  schoolmaster  was  abroad  among 
these  primitive  people,  there  were  few  of  them,  who,  in  tho  expressive  language  ef 
our  day,  could  be  called  "  pure  intelligences.'' 

Of  law,  we  aro  drily  told  by  a  coutemp'-rary,  the  generality  of  those  people 
knew  very  little  ;  of  philosophy,  nothing  at  all,  save  as  they  found  them  both  in  lls'^ 
Bible  ;  tlio  time-cherished  jvjssession  of  every  family  ;  and  often  their  only  literary 
treasairo.  We  have  nr-.v  the  laws,  tho  poetry,  and  philosojjhy,  of  which  th^y  wero 
so  deplorably  ignorant ;  yet  tho  law-giver,  tho  poet,  and  the  philo.sophor,  might 
perhaps  perversely  decide  that  the  spirit  ^vhioh  gives  vitality  to  the.-c  elonniL-:  ot 
social  elevation,  was  liardiy  more  diUused  than  formerly.  They  <  ;lher  and  all  o- 
them  might  declare  that  Order,  tho  fir4  and  highest  /..;"  of  IT-  avr-u  ii.-plf— tiial 
Truth  and  Naturalness,  the  basi.s  of  all  poetry— llrat  JTappiufSs,  tho  ultimate  airn 
of  all  philosoplnj—lhou'^h  by  no  means  so  well  understood  as  now,  were  practised 
nearly  as  well ;  were  enjoyed  almost  a:?  generally  as  in  our  enllght  Mied  day.— Co/i . 
NeiD-York  Historical  Society. 
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messes  of  New- York,  wiili  men  who  IkuI  slaked  the  fevcr-thiiBt  of 
battle  in  the  Kiiine  and  llie  ^Scheldt:  whither  tou,  to  stamp  our  share 
in  the  heritage  of  JOn^land's  wit  and  gaiety,  and  jocund  spirit  of 
prime  fellowsliip,  drifted  tlic  royslering  companions  of  that  "  merry 
monarch,"  whoso  inborn  selfishn(;ss  has  put  many  a  genial  heart 
for  ever  out  of  luunor  witli  kingly  courtesy  and  cavalier  mirth. 

Now  when  wo  ri'mcrnl)cr  that  stringent  circumstance  handles 
ihe  plastic  power  in  America  whicli  the  mumbling  fingers  of  time 
manages  in  older  countries  ;  and  revert  to  the  character  of  Ken- 
tucky, as  marked  as  that  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  although  it  has 
originated,  grown  ujt,  and  developed  itself  since  the  Revolution, 
we  need  not  wonder  that  a  wholesome  attrition  of  habits,  opinions, 
and  prejudices,  rapidly  deveh)j>ed  in  New- York  a  marked  phase 
of  society.  A  phase  of  society  vrljich  the  -European  visitor  of  nearly 
a  hundred  years  ago  characterized  as  "  eminently  liberal  and 
tolerant,  and  marked  by  a  happy  fusion  of  national  prejudices."* 
The  free  and  liearty  spirit  of  the  veritable  Knickerbocker  was  at 
that  time  fairly  evolved  from  the  soil  of  New-York;  and  it  took  not 
only  the  "  Anglo-v^axon  "  but  all  liie  tribes  of  Europe  to  produce 
that  social  and  pc>liti(:al  atmosphere  in  which  the  native  genius  of 
all  countries  has  ever  been  cordially  wi-lcomed ;  and  where  that  of 
New  England,  especially,  has  matured  some  of  its  noblest  fruits. 
And  those  fruits — if  I  have  fiirly  traced  the  meaning  of  New- York 
history,  and  justly  iiilerjucttvl  t!je  s|)iriL  of  New- York  institutions, 
can  never  rightcoiiyl}/  be  plucked  from  the  generous  soil  which 
nurturt-d  them,  to  minister  eiilun-  to  foreign  national  vanity,  or  to 
elevate  any  scholastic  homo  theory  of  caste,  origin,  or  religion!  all 
of  whicli  the  men  of  New-York,  at  the  very  inception  of  her  coloni- 
zation; all  of  which  they  sol  aside  for  a  ditlerent  basis  of  citizenship. 
That  basis,  being  simply  doir.iriiialion,  and  loyalty  to  the  pride, 
honor,  and  dignity  of  the  commonwealth.  - 

The  law  of  social  aritl  political  progress  in  New  England,  as 

»  ''Our  aucestr)' may  U"  traced  lo  f"ur  nations,  tlie -Dutch,  the  Britislj,  the 
French,  and  tht^  Gcnnai;'^.  1*  v^  ould  ij  tvo  iKca  etrant^o  had  a  people  so  formed, 
been  tainted  with  national  prrjuf'.ircs.  r;vr  fr.Jin  it.  We  are,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  so,  bom  co.^moi>olite."— 6'(;rfrn«ur  Morris. 
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we  gather  it  from  her  many  al>le  and  patriotic  writers,  )us  hvtyu 
the  gradual  liberalizing  of  a  strict  demi-ecclcsiastic  caste  of  n...;! 
of  a  homogeneous  origin.  The  law  of  progressive  civilization  in 
colonial  New-York,  was  simply  that  of  mind  acting  uj)on  miu-j, 
without  appeal  to  any  admitted  standard  doctrine — the  attrition  of 
man  acting  upon  man,  without  reference  to  either  identity  of  rMc<- 
or  superiority  of  origin. 

When  theiofore  the  colonists  of  New- York,  wlio  had  hero 
practised  their  opposing  creeds,  while  blending  their  ditVi'ient 
races,  for  many  generations  preceding  the  era  of  the  Dccluration  of 
Independence — when  the  people  of  New-York,  I  say,  took  lh«.'ir 
place  in  the  American  confederacy  as  an  independent  people,  iliti 
type  of  character  developed  by  their  peculiar  condition,  was 
already  marked — marked  strongly  and  emphatically — but  mirl.'-d 
by  any  thing  else  than  the  characteristics  of  Puritanism ;  wljioli 
are  now  so  often  erroneously  held  up  as  representing  the  seminal 
principles  of  freedom  both  in  this  State  and  others. 

1  say  *'  erroneously,"  for  in  this  colony,  even  in  the  early  davf. 
of  the  Dutch  rule,  the  full  privileges  of  citizenship  weio  Ikto 
accorded  to  all  who  had  a  direct  interest  in  the  soil ;  wliilc  in 
Massachusetts  Cay  colony,  where  the  ministers  of  r(?li^ion  wor>3 
not  restricted  to  powers  purely  spiritual,  similar  pi  ivil.- u-s  worn 
denied  to  all  who  were  not  received  into  the  Church  of  whioh 
Plymouth  Rock  was  the  corner-stone. 

The  amiable  Robinson  had  admonished  his  people  lliat  "  more 
lio-ht  would  come."  Yet,  while  our  neighbors  disdained  to  borrow 
the  light  of  toleration  from  New  Netherland,  those  of  their  o\sn 
blood,  who  brought  more  light  to  the  Puritans,  were  compelled  to 
fly  to  the  Dutch  here  for  an  asylum,  even  as  their  rigorous  l»rcfhren 
had  in  former  yer.rs  flod  to  the  Dutch  of  Holland;  until  K'',ur 
Williams,  the  good,  the  liberal,  the  charitable,  driven  out  with  ti;e 
rest,  planted  the  tree  of  toleration  in  Rhode  Island. 

But  let  us  look  more  closely  into  these  iiuuhTn  claims  r.f 
political  Puritanism,  of  which  we  now  liear  so  much,  as  oriqinating 
the  theory  and  setting  in  motion  the  practice  of  Xorlh  American 
liberty.  Is  the  germ  of  all  American  freedom  traceable  to  Plymouth 
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liock  1  Is  the  genius  of  Aiiifiican  institutions  referable  solely  to 
the  Puritan,  oriirin  of  New  ]']iic:l[incl  ? 

Guizot  calls  the  rcfurination  begun  by  Luther  "  an  insurrection 
of  the  human  mind  against  the  absolute  power  of  spiritual  order!" 
Now  ruritanism,  instead  of  being  at  the  head  of  that  insurrection, 
came  in  after  the  battle  was  half  fought;  came  in  as  the  claimant, 
the  claimant  by  Dicinc  ?'i[^hf,  of  a  new  form  of  spiritual  control, 
not  less  absolute  than  that  which  it  opposed  ! 

It  was  a  brave  spirit,  that  of  old  Puritanism  ;  and  I  yield  to 
none  in  honorincr  its  undaunted  antai^onlsm  to  older  forms  of  des- 
potism  over  the  rights  of  conscience — but  it  was  not  less  a  des- 
potism ] 

It  was  an  adventurous  spirit,  that  of  old  Puritanism,  and  I 
honor  it  not  less  for  its  self-maityrdom  of  exile,  than  for  its 
unflinching  grapple  with  the  dogmas  of  its  enemies. 

But  I  will  7wt  recognize  its  ferocious  intolerance  in  forcing  its 
own  dogmas  upon  Quakers  and  Anabaptists  in  this  land,  as  proving 
that  it  oU'ered  a  true  jiric.^thor.d  for  the  altars  of  freedom!  I  will 
7wt  recognize  that  its  blind  uses  of  power  have  proved  aught  to 
the  world  in  the  SLii:NrK  or  likkuty — aught  save  the  mental 
vio^or  and  conscientious  hardiliood  of  its  stern  asscrteis  of  narrow 
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doctrine. 

And,  speaking  still  of  l^irltnnism  in  its  political  aspect — I  icill 
recognize  its  hard  carncil  tiium|>hs  as  marking  more  than  one 
f^lorious  tide  in  the  moving  watci-s  of  human  freedom — but  I  will 
not  recognize  it  as  the  spli  it  which  first  released  the  waves — I  will 
not  recognize  it  as  the  compelling  junver  which  still  teaches  deep 
to  call  unto  deep  until  the  true  knowledge  of  human  rights  is  wide 
spread  as  the  ocean,  and  the  voices  of  true  libeity  are  echoed  from 
every  shore. 

Hear  tlie  lancruacje  which  iheie  Pilgrim  fathers  used  iniefcrence 
to  their  free-hearted  ho:=ts  i>l" Holland,  when  assigning  their  reasons 
for  leaving  that  hospitable  laud  of  stubl)0;  n  tolerance. 

"  Inasmuch  as  in  ten  years  time,  whilst  wc  sojourned  among 
them,  ice  could  not  hrlni:  them  io  rrforra  any  thing  amiss  among 
them:' 


37 


Now  the  prerogative  to  mcJcllc  with  tlic  concerns  of  yom 
neighbor,  here  asserted  with  such  unconscious  sirnj)Ucity  ;  to  niciklle 
according  to  your  conscience,  and  your  opinion  of  what  is  good  for 
your  neighbor,  is  directly  opposed  to  the  notions  of  Hberty,  \u 
which  the  forefathers  of  New-York  were  tutored,  and  is  still  most 
repugnant  to  some  of  ihcir  dcsccndauts  as  lh«>  groat  polilica) 
impertinence  of  the  present  day. 

And  here  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  of  meddling. 

The  PuriLans  brought  from  England  this  grand  axiom  of 
resistance  to  monarchy  and  aristocracy.  Absot.i  vti:i)  oriMON — 
organized  sentiment  is  the  great  engin(?«of  a  people's  })ower  ai:ain5l 
hereditary  oppression. 

Here  was  a  great  political  truth.  Here  w:is  the  iDtrcxhiclioii 
of  a  moral  Church  into  politics  to  countervail  the  ancient  influence 
of  unmeaning  party  cries,  or  unthinking  fealty  to  a  leader.  Wni 
upon  this  truth  the  veritable  Pilgrims  stopped  short! 

Now  what  learned  the  recusants  of  their  order  in  Holland  j 
what  did  they  come  to  practise  along  with  their  Dulch  friends  heio 
in  New  Netherlands  They  learned  the  true  principle  uf  i.vnivini  ai. 
representation;  and  that  an  oligarchy  of  associated  iL>clruie  i*  ii» 
a  free  country  the  most  subtle  instrument  wherewith  to  felran^'Ic 
individual  liberty.  And  they  came  to  New  Am^leulam  to  priicUK- 
resistance  against  such  an  oligarchy  v/hlch  thoy  Icli  bchin<l  iheia 
in  Massachusetts  Bay. 

The  first  great  principle  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  men,  in  after 
years,  contributed  largely,  in  these  northern  States,  to  make  a 
nation  :  the  last  inbred  spirit  of  the  men  of  New-York  can  alone 
keep  us  free  among  ourselves. 

In  the  war  of  the  Revolution  these  two  great  forces  of  national 
and  of  home  freedom  acted  in  accord,  Init  they  havo  uAon,  Iwdi 
before  and  since  then,  been  arrayed  against  each  other;  and  llicy 
-will  still  be  continually  in  conilict  until  their  rt-kaivu  hi  anng  and 
respective  value  are  clearly  understood  by  our  countrymen. 

I  need  not  remind  you  how  their  action  has  been  illustrated  in 
New- York  of  lale  years,  in  the  campaigns  of  anti-masonry  and 
the  disputed  claims  of  political  tcelotalism ! 
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It  matters  not  what  part  our  peoplo  took  upon  cither  of  tlicse 
questions,  or  whether  it  was  worth  while  for  men  of  sense  to  take 
any  part.  But  the  excitement  among  the  jieople  of  New  York 
proved  how  keenly  their  sensibilities  are  alive  to  the  political 
action  of  anys//c7«  organized  influence,  any  associated  moral  church 
with  a  self-constituted  pric^rliood,  un.lertakini!;  to  regulate  the  State, 
or  interpret  the  lives  of  its  citizens.  This  keen  jealousy  of  the 
assumption  by  any  society  whatever,  (whether  secret  or  open)  of 
power  which  has  never  been  delegated  by  the  individual,  is  the 
antagonist  spirit  to  Political  Ihiritanism,  and  God  grant  that  it  may 
ever  be  strong  in  the  soul  '6f  every  ti-ue  son  of  New-York. 

I  wish  clearly  to  be  understood  in  the  use  I  here  make  of  the 
word  "Puritanism"  as  reilectlng  in  no  way  upon  the  religious 
sentiments  of  any  class  of  men,  either  here  or  elsewhere.  The 
leading  Church  doctrines  uf  New  England,  based  upon  the  prin- 
ciples'of  Geneva,  are  common  alike  to  Scotland  and  to  Holland. 
I  take  the  terra  in  its  original  jiurport,  when  "  Puritanism"  referred 
not  to  religious  conviction,  but  dimply  to  that  arrogant  assumption 
over  our  neighbor,  which  jirompls  us  to  conspire  with  others  to 
trample  apon  his  individual  rights,  feelings,  habits,  and  prejudices, 
in  the  blind  assertion  of  c;/r  infallible  church  of  Opinion — a  church 
•whose  first  altar  is  always  reared  in  the  soul  by  the  anti-christian 
spiut  of     I-ajn-hoJ{cr-lh(i!i-!/i'>u  i  '  ■  , 

When  it  first  lifted  itself  on  Plymouth  Rock,  there,  and  at 
that  time,  the  spirit  of  Puritanism  was  made  respectable  by  the 
pioneering  hardihood  of  those  ^elf•ban;shcd  men  ;  made  worthy 
our  reverence  by  their  conscientious  earnestness  in  founding  a 
church  for  their  own  j)ccuh:ir  faith;  made  touching  by  their  long 
years  of  travail  and  sufiering  in  bearing  the  ark  of  their  faith  about 
with  them  from  shore  to  sln»re  !  IJut  since  then  that  spirit, 
divorced  from  these  conilitions,  and  held  up  in  its  nakedness  as  the 
true  spirit  of  li'nerty — hcKl  up,  too,  most  (.fien,  by  those  who  have 
departed  fiom  the  very  church  who.-^e  suderin;,'  fervor  could  alone 
sanctify  its  temporary  rule  and  ministry — has  stalked  abroad 
through  every  State  in  this  Union,  claiming  to  be  the  only  true 
representative  of  the  American  sentiment  of  freedom,  and  wither- 
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ing  ill  its  grasp  all  manly  independence  of  action  and  fccllnt^.  It 
siezcs  upon  the  press,  and  under  tlie  joint  cry  of  "  moral  progrc.'^s  " 
and  "  freedom  of  discussion,"  it  claims  the  right  to  meddle  wiili 
the  d<nncstic  hearth  and  private  affairs  of  every  citizen  :  borrowinjj 
a  difierent  form  of  cant,  it  juggles  itself  into  the  heart  of  politics; 
\vhcro,  armed  with  the  patronage  of  ofl'ce,  it  smirkin^;ly  avows 
and  arrogantly  proclaims  to  its  opponents  the  old  dogma  of"  spoil- 
ing the  Egyptians  "  as  a  fresh  political  precept  in  a  ltoj)til>lic  an 
country.  Nor  content  with  its  dirty  triiimj>hs  here,  it  smoothes 
its  grimacing  wrinkles  at  political  success,  into  new  blandnc.'.s  of 
complacent  hypocrisy,  and  invades  the  fields  of  Literature  and 
Art,  to  cramp  their  development,  and  dwindle  their  growth.  '1  ho 
poet  must  no  longer  write  an  Anacreontic,  because  "  Tet  if-lalism  '* 
is  the  order  of  the  day.  The  painter  must  no  longer  dopirt  iho 
gallant  deeds  of  his  country's  soldier,  because  •*  Public  C)j)inion  " 
leans  to  the  theory  of  "  Universal  Peace."  And  the  pame  spirit  ef 
Puritanism,  that  "  Public  Opinion  "  of  Plymouth  R(k:1:,  whirh 
ejected  Roger  Williams  from  Massachusetts,  would  still  in:ikf? 
feeling,  intelligence,  thought  and  talent,  the  mere  htmdmu^ils  of 
present  accepted  theory — compel  Fancy  to  dance  her  )iotnr.i)»c  m 
the  splints  and  bandages  of  doctrine,  and  turn  the  dream  of  l.icniu« 
into  a  niditmare  on  the  bed  of  Procrustes* 

o 

Beware,  then,  brethren  of  St.  Nicholas,  of  the  form  wliirh  irj-'C- 
nious  scholars  are  now  teaching  the  spirit  of  Puritanism  to  assume 

•  The  New  England  reader  at  homo  who  l-i  not  awaro  tliat  "  th.e  priticipW 
the  ruiitans,"  and  "  the  principles  of  '98,"  are  alike  appealed  to  in  Ihis  .Slate  by 
crude  Reformer  or  slang-whanging  Politician  to  promote  some  parti/an  inovr mml, 
will  smile  at  the  above  as  unmeaning  tirade.  Tiie  ingenious  lalx^rs  of  more  ti.o-;!-..!- 
ful  theorists,  tracing  pretty  much  all  American  free  tpoculation  to  riymou'.h  lU*^, 
threatens  to  throw  a  fe  irful  weight  upon  that  sacred  phitform.  An-!  \^  .'..ch  we 
once  reverenced  as  the  purely  historical  crag  of  Now  Knghmd,  ini-n;?  it.-^li  aU.T* 
the  ocean  m  all  the  majf  .ty  of  Pimplo  granilo,  cert;iii.!y  dcr.s  ,:„?  z-^f  hmm  a  in  our 
eyes,  as  now  daily  more  and  more  converted  into  a  ma«»  cf  iK^-l'tic.-..!  nvA  ph»U»«>- 
phical  conglomerate,  to  which  each  8i>cculativc  writtr  preton.-lH  that  a  {x  ll'.e  wm 
contributed  in  his  peculiar  favor  ;  and  whoso  friable  couiponentd  tluy  in-.A  v.i>on 
reclaiming  in  their  original  state,  wlielher  blended  with  the  fo'l  of  ll.c  Il.ittcry,  or 
underlying  the  pavement  of  Chestnut-street. 
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in  this  State — that  of  a  purer  cas!c  of  men,  originating  beyond  your 
own  border,  who  hold  up  the  doings  of  their  forefathers  as  prece- 
dents for  your  CJ overiirnent ;  teach  you  their  story  in  the  lecture- 
room  as  what  ougiit  to  he  your  story  ;  wrlt(^  your  legalized  books 
of  education  as  if  your  Slate  were  a  provincial  oflsprout  of  theirs  ; 
and  hold  up  their  local  references  of  habit  and  authority  in  your 
very  halls  of  legislation,  as  law,  to  order  your  society. 

I  quarrel  not  with  any  Now  Knglandcr  for  making  Plymouth 
Rock  his  INIecca  ;  yet  I  will  not  accept  it  as  the  Delphic  oracle 
of  New  York.  I  honor  the  liome  spirit  of  those  who  advance 
themselves  as  its  faithful  priests  everywhere  ;  but  I  deny  their 
inspiration,  when,  by  a  New  England  ordination,  they  claim  to  be 
our  interpreters. 

•*  The  Landiu':"  of  oi;u  ri]c:rim  Fathers  "  is  the  landinor  of 
Ilendrick  Hudson  and  liis  first  crew  of  brave  adventurers  from 
the  two  great  maratimo  nations  of  Christendom  is  our  nearest  type 
of  a  European  origin.  If  it  be  not,  we  want  none  other  at  second 
hand,  but  look  for  our  father-land  iikki:  upon  our  own  sovereign 
soil. 

*'  We  grew  Old  of  thU  sacred  p-ound  with  our  jnonecr  irredcces- 
sors,'"]  said  that  accompli-lied  statoiman  and  gallant  gentleman,  in 
whose  veins  commingled  the  blood  of  the  Huguenot  martyr  with 
that  of  "  the  Lelgic  au'l  J  British  Patriot,"  which  forms  the  bid 
stock  of  New  York,  and  whose  comprehensive  genius  in  tracing 
the  story  of  this  State,  broke  f  )rlh  into  prophecy  as  he  dwelt  upon 
our  fusion  of  races  i:pon  a  s>j\\  which  had  already  nurtured  the 
noblest  and  most  powerful  race  of  aborigines  on  this  continent — the 

*  Tiic  aniiivcrsary  of  llic  llh  S;:jiter5il>.?r,  ICOD,  was  thus  celebrated  in  this  State 
by  the  n-cneration  which  has  jii^t  passed  away.  See  Miller's  Discourse  before  tho 
N.  York  Iliit.  Soc.  ^Vhy  ^h(,.^!J  not  tiie  toits  of  tho  Empire  Slate  "  now  recog- 
nize it  everywhere ? 

t  Covencur  Morris,  w!io  {^c*-.  on  to  a>U, "  Have  we  not  some  traits  to  mark  our 
common  origin  (with)  a  pt  oplo  fr.-o  lu  the  air  Ihoy  breathe  ;  acute,  dexterous,  elo- 
quent, subtle,  bravo?  Is  it  not  liki-ly  this  may  bo  the  character  of  our  cliililrcn's 
children?  Never  will  those  w!io  tr-^ad  iho  soil  in  which  the  Mohawks  lie  entomb- 
ed, submit  to  hi  t^lavcs."    Col.  N.  V.  lli^t.  Soc.  1814, 
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Roman-like  and  far  conquering  Iroquois.  Tlic  sliallow  eopliis- 
tries  of  Puritan  Anglo-Saxonism  had  not  yet  boon  heard  within 
our  borders  when  that  philosophic  mind  of  New  York  ventured 
upon  its  far-sighted  predictions  of  what  those  hlencTcd  forces  of 
best  manhood  must  accomplish,  in  a  re-j^ion  who.sc  natural  resour- 
ces alford  a  field  for  all  the  most  powerful  eni^rgies  of  civilization  ! 
He  looked  upon  the  Susquehanna  connecting  us  with  tlie  Chesa- 
peake ;  upon  the  Genesee  connecting  us  wiili  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  ;  upon  the  Alleghany  linking  us  with  the  bc-a  of  Mexico  ; 
upon  the  great  Lakes  binding  us  to  the  boundless  \Ve.>t  ;  u[»on  the 
Hudson  uniting  us  with  the  civilized  world.  He  turned  from  ilie 
bloody  school  of  our  energies,  in  a  hundred  and  fifiy  years  of  Isor- 
der  wars,  and  imagined  those  same  indomitable  powers  ajipliud  to 
thc^arts  of  peace  !  * 

The  curious  speculative  theory  of  that  philosojdjic  statesman  i< 
now  History.  Yes,  it  has  been  History  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  For  the  men  of  New-York  were  acting  Histoiy,  wliiie 
those  in  other  States  were  writino;  it  for  us  and  our  cliildren  ;  af)d 
the  successful  mincrling:  of  those  wondrous  waters  through  (be 
agency  of  Clinloris  more  practical  mind,  has  by  introducing  a  !;c'.v 
current  of  population  into  our  State  raised  such  a  wave  as  tdmofct 
to  wash  from  the  memory  of  the  present  generation  the  dcctls  of 
colonial  enterprise  upon  which  Mr.  Morris  predicated  his  generous 
prophecy.  We  hear  much  of  the  "  Empire  State,"  we  forget  lh« 
"Empire  Colony" — the  province  where  the  two  most  powerful 
nations  of  Europe  so  long  contended  for  empire.  We  forget  llisl 
with  a  population  less  than  that  of  either  Massachusetts  or  ^  ir- 
ginia,  here  \vas  the  great  seat  of  English  executive  and  ctdorna! 
power,  in  time  of  peace  :  and  here,  as  Chancellor  Ivcnt  h:u5  t-rn- 
phatically  termed  it,  was  the  Flanders  of  North  America,"  in  l.m?> 
of  war. 

The  bold  deeds  of  Miles  Stand ijh  and  the  celebrated  names  of 

•  See  Discourse  before  the  N.  Y.  Hist.  Sec  in  coraiociion  with  the  lefttjniony 
which  Mr.  Sparks  adduces  as  to  Govcrueur  Morris's  agency  iu  our  pysteai  of  Uila- 
nal  improvements. 
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Miantonimo  and  Pliilip  of  Pokanoket,  have  made  the  Indian  wars 
of  New  England  familiar  to  every  school-boy,  familiar  as  are  the 
savage  forays  into  Kentucky  of  a  much  later  day;  yet — while  the 
border  conflicls  with  naked  savages  of  all  the  other  States  together, 
would  not  fdl  one  chapter  of  the  early  military  history  of  New- 
York — what  do  the  rlshio:  reneration  know  of  our  own  wild-wood 
annals'?  what  of  "  those  arduous  circumstances  which  marked  our 
origin  and  impeded  our  growth — those  ravages  to  which  we  were 
exposed — those  persevering  eflbrts  to  defend  our  country  in  the 
long  period  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  seventy  years;  from  the 
first  settlement  by  the  J^utch  in  IGll  to  the  time  when  this  city 
was  evacuated  by  the  l^ritish  in  the  close  of  1783."  It  is  fortunate 
for  the  existing  inhabitants  perhaps,  that  the  old  military  glory  of 
New-York  should  be  merged  and  forgotten  in  her  present  successful 
cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace.  But  while  we  can  trace  much  of 
the  modern  spirit  of  enterprize  and  improvement  in  her  old  colonial 
energies,  as  exhibited  in  another  sphere  of  action,  that  martial 
spirit  which  first  gave  them  vitality,  is  not  unworthy  of  commemo- 
ration. That  martial  spirit  whicli,  leaving  so  few  non-combatants, 
made  the  revolution  in  New- York  truly  a  civil  war;  that  spirit  of 
action  which  compelled  every  New-Yorker  to  take  up  arms  for 
**  King"  or  **  Colony  ;  "  which  furnished  regiment  after  regiment 
to  the  crown,  and  treble  tb.o  number  to  the  confederacy;  which 
blazed  forth  with  all  its  desperate  energies  in  the  death-grapple  of 
brothers  at  Oriskany,  and  which  is  traceable  in  the  gallantry  of 
New- York's  exiled  sons,  even  down  to  the  field  of  "Waterloo  !* 
Surely  that  military  spirit  of  the  storied  ])a«t  should  not  be  forgotten 
while  we  enjoy  its  best  fruits  in  the  prosperous  present.  We  hear 
much  of  v/hat  our  Eastern  neighbors  endured  for  the  protection  of 
doctrine — it  may  be  healthful  to  hear  what  our  fathers  did  for  the 
protection  of  houic.  I  might  now  go  back  to  the  Indian  wars  of 
Governor  Kicft,  when  he  madu  a  rei|uisitlon  upon  the  authorities 
at  Albany  for  ''two  hundred  suits  of  7/^(///,"  to  repel  a  threatened 

•  Sir  AVilliara  Do  Lanccy,  v/lio  gallantly  ft^ll  in  the  charge  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  was  of  the  New-York  family  of  that  iiuine. 
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attack  upon  Manhattan;  an  attack  wliich  his  folly  had  provoked, 
and  which  resulted  in  that  Indian  onslaught  which  cut  off  the 
families  of  so  many  settlers,  and  shut  up  the  survivors  for  a  season 
within  the  defences  of  New  Amsterdam.  But  I  prefer  to  turn  to 
the  general  aflairs  of  the  whole  province,  as  showing  its  military 
position  for  a  full  century  of  New-York  history. 

The  French  penetrated  to  Lake  G  eorgc,  nearly  simultaneously 
with  the  Dutch  reaching  Albany,  in  1G09.  And  the  wars  with 
**  New  France,"  which  commenced  with  the  earliest  period  of 
New  Netherland  history,  though  ostensibly  suspended  when  the 
parent  countries  were  at  peace  with  each  other,  were  never  fully 
concluded  till  after  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  tlie  British  arms; 
and  the  incessant  conflicts  between  the  Iroquois  of  New-York  and 
the  Hurons,  Otawas,  and  Adirondacks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  were  in 
fact  a  struggle  between  the  French  and  English,  to  secure  possession 
of  Northern  and  Western  New-York.  A  grasjjing  desire  for 
territory  on  the  part  of  the  French,  and  a  bitter  jealousy  of  their 
rivalry  in  the  fur  trade,  on  the  part  of  the  New-Yorkers,  impelled 
the  colonists  on  either  side  to  share  personally  in  these  Indian 
quarrels,  without  troubling  themselves  much  about  the  danger  of 
compromising  politically  the  mother  countries  which  pretended  to 
sway  them. 

AVhether  the  French,  after  drawing  their  w^onderful  line  of 
forts,  which  extended  through  the  westeni  wilderness  from  Quebec 
to  New  Orleans — whether  they  really  ever  hoi)ed  to  cut  a  path  to 
the  Atlantic  by  the  way  of  the  Hudson,  it  is  now  difficult  to  say. 
But  long  previous  to  Leisler's  ill-starred  attempt  to  expel  them 
from  Canada,  and  down  to  the  period  when  Wolfe  triumphed  at 
Quebec,  the  old  chronicles  which  record  the  formidable  descent  of 
Count  Frontignac,  the  massacre  of  Schenectady,  and  other  inroads 
of  Ilurous  and  Adirondacks,  led  on  by  French  officers,  tell  us 
rej^catedly  of  sudden  taxes  levied,  and  men  warned  to  hold  them- 
selves ready  in  arms,  even  in  the  city  of  New-York  itself — so 
remote  from  the  scene  of  the  never-ending  border  strife. 

The  first  really  formidable  inroad  from  "  New  France,"  as 
Canada  was  then  called,  was  that  of  Do  Tracey,  Dc  Chaumont, 
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and  De  Courcelle?,  in  ICGG,  with  twelve  hundred  French  soldiers 
and  one  thousand  Indians.  De  Barre's  descent  with  seventeen 
hundred  men,  f<iIlowed  in  1GS5.  The  Lurning  of  Schenectady  in 
1090,  made  their  next  attack  memorable.  In  100 1  they  were 
again  witliin  fifteen  miles  of  Albany.  In  1093  they  were  repulsed 
from  Schenectady  by  Veter  Schuyler.  In  lG9o  three  hundred  of 
their  soldiers  made  a  lodgment  at  Oswego,  \vhile  five  hundred 
were  driven  out  of  Xew-York  b}-  way  of  Lake  Champlain. 

In  1096,  one  of  the  best  appointed  armies  that  ever  displayed 
upon  this  continent,  an  army  led  on  by  an  array  of  Counts,  Barons, 
and  Chevaliers,  with  fidl  battering  train,  complete  camp  equipage, 
and  comissariat  amply  provided,  j^enetrated  as  far  as  Onondaga 
Lake.  The  peace  of  Ryswick  brought  a  breathing  spell  to  the 
province.  But  in  1710  the  old  border  struggle  was  renewed,  and 
the  province  remained  an  armed  cam[)  till  the  peace  of  Utrecht  in 
1713.  Again  the  province  is  in  arms  and  marching  upon  the 
French  at  Niagara  in  1727.  And  the  enemy  penetrated  to  Saratoga 
and  cut  off  thirty  families  in  a  night  in  1747. 

The  battle  of  Lake  George,  where  Sir  William  Johnson  won 
his  spurs,  and  wdiere  eight  hundred  of  the  invaders,  under  Dieskau, 
were  left  dead  upon  the  field,  brings  us  to  1755.  The  assault  of 
the  Marquis  of  Montcalm  on  Fort  Ontario,  with  four  thousand 
troops,  follows;  and  the  ma-sacre  of  Fort  AVilliam  and  Henry, 
with  the  devastation  of  (icrmau  Flats  on  the  Mohawk,  by  the 
invaders,  brings  us  to  (175S)  tiie  duplicate  battle  of  Lake  George, 
when  seventeen  thousand  men,  under  Abercrombie,  were  defeated 
by  the  French;  the  reduction  of  Fort  Frontinac,  on  Lake  On- 
tario, by  three  thousand  provincials,  the  fight  with  the  galleys 
on  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  diilerent  affairs  of  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga, 

Within  the  seven  years  of  the  War  for  Independence,  the  battle 
of  Long  Island,  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  the  storming  of  Stoney 
Point,  the  afiair  of  Fort  Montgomery,  the  burning  of  Kingston, 
the  sanguinary  struggles  of  Cherry  Valley  and  the  i^Iohawk,  with 
Oriskaney,  the-  bloodiest  field  of  all  our  Revolutionary  conflicts, 
and  Saratoga  the  mo^it  glorious,  crowd  in  with  Niagara*,  Ticonde- 
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roga,  and  Crown  Point,  to  mark  their  iiames  yet  again  npou  tho 
blazing  tablet  of  our  military  annals.  Antl  still  once  more,  in 
the  events  at  Fort  Eric  and  Sackett's  Harbor,  at  Champlain,  and 
Niagara,  swell  the  records  of  fierce  condicts  npon  her  soil,  and 
approve  New-York  the  battle-field  of  the  Union,  the  Flanders  of 
American  History.* 

We  all  know  the  part  which  New  J^nghmd  played  in  tlio  most 
brilliant  of  those  battles;  we  all  knov/  thai  where  duty  calls  or 
danger  threatens,  the  sons  of  the  Pnritans  are  there  with  nnblonch- 
ingfrontand  arm  the  readiest  to  strike.  3Jut  her  snrviving  soldiery 
from  many  a  desperate  field,  who  afterward  returned  to  irjcorj^orrito 
themselves  with  ns,  and  till  the  soil  they  had  first  bathed  with  ihoir 
blood,  came  not  to  preach  and  write  ns  into  the  provincial  Cvnuiiilon 
from  which  they  had  aided  in  rescuing  And  if  they  l)r()n:;!ii 

back  **  the  schoolmaster  with  them,  it  was  Init  just  that  the  Jorum 
and  lyceum  of  other  States  should  minister  to  the  distracted  land 
which  kept  war  from  their  homes  by  concentrating  its  devastations 
in  this  the  great  ^NFilitary  Arena  of  the  North.  Put  if  that  ministry 
of  "  candle,  book  p.nd  bell"  is  to  be  the  burial  of  our  idmiity  ; 
the  annihilation  of  our  peculiar  and  original  plnce  in  the  cotistril  ition 
of  the  Old  Thirteen,  and  the  ascription  of  all  the  giorirs  of  tho 
Empire  State  to  a  modern  and  peculiar  caste,  wo  had  rather  tlitit 
the  schoolmaster  had  never  been  abroad  within  onr  border?. 
Keadintr  and  writinc:,  althouirh  the  readiest  aid  to  education,  are  not 
education  itself;  intellect  is  not  character;  nor  can  intellic^enco 
ever  stand  as  a  substitute  for  those  sterling  qualities  of  tho  patriot, 
which  at  best  it  but  embellishes  and  makes  available. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  desire  to  see  my  country  cf)nverted  into 
a  race  of  intellectual  sharpers,  nor  liave  I  any  failh  in  the  dcllication 
of  Cyclopoedias  ;  .and  however  much  I  may  delight  in  the  in'.,'eniou5 
speculations  of"  Nev/  Encjland  Phil()Si)pliy,"  J  never  v.ouiil  drram 
of  exchanging  for  it  tho  New-York  tonchstone  of  cornnntn  eenso 
by  which  its  crudities  are  safely  tested.    It  was  in  the  school  of 

•Yet  our  gallant  Xcw-Yurkers  in  Mexico  diJ  not  need  thcso  inorcori't  to 
inspirit  them  ? 
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home,  not  in  the  public  lecture-room — it  was  amid  the  Lares  and 
Penates,  not  in  the  public  temples  of  Pallas  and  Apollo,  that  our 
Schuylers,  Jays,  Morrises,  Livingstons  and  Clintons,  learned  best  to 
serve  their  country.  "If  I  do  not  greatly  deceive  myself,  there  is  no 
portion  of  the  history  of  this  country  which  is  more  instructive  or 
calculated  to  embellish  our  national  character,  than  the  domestic 
history  of  this  State,"  says  the  ilk)Strious  Chancellor  Kent.  "Our 
history,"  adds  that  thoughtful  and  earnest  inquirer  after  the  Right 
and  the  True — "  Our  history  will  bo  found  upon  examination  as 
fruitful  as  the  records  of  any  otlicr  peo})le,  in  recitals  of  heroic 
actions,  and  in  images  of  resplendent  virtue.  It  is  equally  well 
fitted  to  elevate  the  pride  of  ancestry,  to  awaken  deep  feeling,  and 
Jcindle  generous  emulali'jii.'^  That  "  generous  enudation^"  who  shall 
presume  to  strike  down  its  spirit  among  us,  by  parcelling  out  the 
glories  of  New-York  among  the  difTercnt  races  that  erewhile  con- 
tributed to  swell  her  population,  and  then  passing  them  to  the 
account  of  some  other  slate  or  country,  whether  American  or 
European  ] 

I  may  seem  to  carry  my  views  of  State  pride  and  State  feeling 
to  extremes.  But  I  do  so  advisedly  ;  for  these  constitute  the  vital 
principle  and  informing  spirit  of  State  Riouts  ;  and  I  hold  it 
moreover  to  be  but  a  narrow  view  of  the  benefits  of  the  Federal 
System  of  our  Great  Union  which  would  limit  its  influence  merely 
to  political  action. 

A  true  nationality  is  only  formed  upon  the  realities  among  the 
people  corresponding  with  tlie  genius  of  the  government;  and  in 
these  L^nitcd  Slates  a  great  nationality  is  not  to  be  built  up  by  ob- 
literating our  local  csprif  du  cor);.^,  and  merging  our  sense  of  local 
rights,  our  kern  perception  of  local  privileges,  and  our  local  story, 
and  our  local  pride,  in  one  great  clumsy  structure  of  theoretical 
homogeneousncss.  Lcanifd  gentlemen  may  prcacli  till  the  end  of 
time  that  this  country  is  J^iirilania,'*  but  they  cannot  make  it  so 
%vhile  every  election  for  a  tuwn  constable  reminds  us  that  our  fedj 
erative  system  (whether  of  town,  county,  state,  or  general  govern- 
ment) oflcrs  all  the  mechanism  for  developing  each  lineament  in 
detail,  so  as  to  give  completeness  to  the  whole  fabric  of  national 
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greatness.  Tho  aggregate  of  the  traits  and  proportions  thus  pro- 
duced will  stamp  our  national  character;  nay, has  already  stamped 
it,  and  he  who  would  truly  study  the  imprint  must  look  to  each 
separate  die.  Let  him  look  to  that  which  New  York  has  wrought 
for  herself — look  to  each  graven  lino,  traced  l>y  whatever  hands,  be- 
tween the  dates  of  1G14  and  1S47,  and  lie  will  find  her  character  as 
distinctly  marked  as  that  of  any  State  in  tlic  confederacy.  And 
yet  no  Slate  in  the  Union  has  absorbed  more  foreign  mattei-,  nor 
moulded  it  more  intimately  to  the  genius  of  her  own  institutions. 
Her  original  founders,  in  their  own  country,  *'  acquired  power  in 
the  struCTfrle  for  existence  and  wealth  under  the  weit^ht  of  taxation  :" 
surely  the  determined  race  which  thus  built  up  the  Northern  Venice 
in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  political  economy,  must  have 
planted  in  this  State  some  vigorous  element  of  nationality  which 
equally  bids  defiance  to  the  strongest  conditions  for  subverting 
any  local  character,  and  permeates  as  now  its  still  incoming 
population  ! 

The  philosophic  statesman  who,  nearly  forty  years  ago,  drew 
the  parallel  which  I  have  been  more  than  onco  tempted  to  carry 
out  in  this  discourse,  obsers'es,  that  "He  who  visits  the  nations 
which  Tacitus  and  Ca?sar  have  described  will  be  struck  with 
a  resemblance  between  those  who  inhabit  particular  districts,  and 
those  who  dwelt  there  so  many  centuries  ago.  Notwithstanding 
the  wars  and  conquests  which  have  laid  waste,  depopulated,  and 
repeopled  Europe;  notwithstanding  the  changes  of  government, 
and  those  which  have  been  wrought  by  the  decline  and  by  the  ad- 
vance of  society  and  the  arts  ;  notwithstanding  the  diflerences  of 
religion,  and  the  diflerence  of  manners,  resulting  from  all  these 
circumstances  ;  sfill  the  same  dislinctirc  trait.<  of  chardctcr  reappear. 
Similar  souls  are  animated  by  similar  bodies."  And  if  the  spirit 
of  New-York's  early  founders  still  lives  in  their  descendants,  it  is 
because  those  European  planters  f^und  tlie  homcslcad  principle 
already  rooted  here  in  tie  hearts  of  llio  only  aboriginal  tribes  of 
America,  who  acknowledged  the  inllucnce  of  woman,  even  as  the 
German  tribes,  described  by  Tacitus,  made  that  influence  tho  cor- 
ner-stone of  their  nationahty. 


4& 

**  Our  ancestors, "  said  tbo  Iroquois  Chiefs  to  tho  Governors  of 
New  York,  "  loved  their  land.  And  wliy  ]  33ecaiise  they  loved 
their  women  and  children !  Our  ancestors  considered  it  a  great 
offence  to  reject  the  counsels  of  their  women.  They  were  esteemed 
the  mistresses  of  the  soil."^ 

These  aro  the  same  people  who  told  the  European  diplomat 
that  came  among  tliem,  "  We  aro  born  free — we  depend  neither 
upon  Franco  or  Knglaiid."  And  told  him  this  in  a  speech  whose 
biting  irony,  splendid  imagery,  and  solid  reasoning,  marks  it  as 
one  of  the  most  consummate  pieces  of  ancient  or  modern  oratory. 
A  speech  as  sublime  for  its  invective,  as  that  of  another  Iroquoist 
is  touching  for  its  pathos  ;  and  that  eloquence,  indigenous  to  ^ the 
soil  of  New-York,  will  hereafter,  as  formerly,  plead  trumpet- 
tongued  from  the  lips  of  lier  children  against  our  faithlessness,  if 
we  permit  her  peculi;ir  story  to  be  overlaid  by  that  of  any  other 
State. 

AVhen  next  therefore  you  hear  "  the  principles  of  our  Puritan 
ancestry"  apjiojilcd  to  in  a  New-York  legislature,  dis  author  if  i/ here  y 
repel  with  indignation  the  arrogant  assumption  over  your  own 
original  sovereignty.  .Vnd  when  again  you  are  told  from  a  New- 
York  rostrum,  that  "  the  Pilgrim  fathers  of  Plymouth  Rock"  first 
opened  this  continent  and  introduced  freedom,  religion,  and  civili- 

*  Clinton's  diacourso  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  1811.  The  names 
of  "  the  principal  women"  of  tho  Iroquois  or  Five  Nations,  are  always  appended  to 
their  land  treaties.  See  Coldcn,  and  tho  Archives  of  this  State.  The  fact  of  tlie 
adaiittcd  influential  condition  of  tho  women  among  tho  aborii^ines  of  New- York, 
is  worth  noting  at  tli:.s  ti.nc,  when  certain  European  philosophers  are  busy  m 
tracing  modern  civilization  not  to  Cliristianity,  but,  tho  position  of  women  among 
the  ancient  Germans. 

t  "  Logan,  tlio  INIingo  chief."  Tho  English  called  the  Jroquois  Mingoe.s,  and 
Mr.  Jeftbrson's  famous  Indian  orator  was  a  countrjTnan  of  Garangida,  upon  whose 
eloquence  Do  ^Vitt  Clinton  Ikus  cummentrd  as  above.  Red  Jacket,"  at  once  so 
persua-sivcly  eloquent  and  fo  epi;^r;-mniaticaliy  sarcastic,  was  of  tho  same  stock  ;  and 
Clinton  insists  that you  may  tcarch  in  vain  for  a  single  model  of  eloquence  among 
any  other  nation  of  Indians  except  the  Iroquois;  the  fuint  glimmerings  of  genius, 
which  aro  somctijucs  to  bo  found  in  th^ir  speeches,  aro  evidently  derivative  and 
borrowed  from  the  Iroijuois." — Clintojis  Discourse. 
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Slatiou  hcre^  on  the  soil  which  you  tread — plant  yourselves  upon 
your  own  peculiar  story,  and  let  the  barriers  of  history  repel  the 
oflensive  encroachment. 

Ifthc  question  be  that  of  priority  of  physical  enterprize,  point 
to  Fort  Orange  at  the  head  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  in 
1614,  and  tell  them  that  the  naval  flag  of  New-York  was  first 
hoisted  in  a  barque  built  here  in  1618,  by  the  people  who  ihen 
owned  the  mastery  of  the  seas."' 

If  the  question  be  of  political  freedom,  appeal  to  the  ancient 
charter  of  the  Hudson  river  colonists,  and  the  movement  in  this 
city  in  relation  to  **  the  stamp  act,"  ten  years  before  the  famous 
"  Boston  tea  party."f 

If  of  religious  freedom,  point  to  the  article  in  our  New  Xetli- 
erland  land  patents,  securing  perfect  liberty  of  conscience. 

If  the  question  be  of  religion  itself,  as  the  sanction  of  our  fran- 
chises, recall  the  sixth  of  September  1G45,  proclaimed  by  tlie 
governor-general  of  New  Netherland  as  "  a  day  of  general  tlianks- 
giving  to  God  Almighty,  to  he  observed  in  churches  of  crrry  jx'rsiuision 
throughout  the  province,  in  pious  acknowledgment  of  tiie  blessings 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  this  countri/."l 

*  1773,  March  8th,  The  assembly  entered  at  lar^e  on  the'r  jnuninls  a  state- 
ment of  the  right  of  the  colony  of  New-York  with  respect  to  its  eastern  boundary 
on  Connecticut  river :  asserting  priority  of  possession  by  llio  Dutch.  "They  {iho 
Dutch)  had  in  1612  a  town  and  fort  (near  Ncv.--York,)  and  in  IGM  a  town  and 
fort  (near  Albany.)" — Dunlap's  Appendix.  ,>  .  ■.; 

While  this  discourse  is  passing  tJirough  the  press,  a  newppapcr,  published  in 
New-York,  observes,  (amid  some  grossly  disj)araging  remarks,  launched  in  the 
most  virulent  spirit  of  exclusive  Anglo-Saxonism,  against  the  founders  of  this  city,) 
that  the  Hollanders,  even  in  the  meridian  of  their  maritime  power,  were  subdued 
here  by  the  English.  This  in-.pression  of  Ncv, -York  having  finally  b-'cnni'.^  by 
conquest  an  appendage  to  the  British  crown,  is  one  of  the  questionable  as-<uinptions 
in  our  popular  history — as  it  is  generally  v.-rittcn.  Tlie  province  of  -New-York 
treacherously  seized  upon  in  time  of  peace  by  the  English  in  ICG  i,  v,  us  recovered 
by  the  Hollanders  in  1673,  and  remained  under  a  Dutch  governor  (Antiiouy  Colve) 
until  finally  passed  over  to  the  sovereignty  of  Ejiglaud,  in  exchange  for  Surinam, 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda, 
t  See  note  at  the  end. 

t  O'Callaghau's  Hibtory  of  New  Nethcrhuid. 
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Arid  lastly,  if  tlie  question  be  of  civilization,  and  the  onward 
spirit  of  the  ao^e,  point  to  the  genial  and  gentle  habits  of  that 
people,  who,  stern  in  their  patriotism  as  they  were  free-hearted  in 
their  sports,*  furnished  three  martyrs  to  political  liberty  (in  1G91,) 
neither  of  whom  were  Puritans  ;  each  of  whom  represented  a 
prominent  type  of  our  population. 

"  I  stand  here  in  the  name  of  the  freeholders  of  New-York," 
eaid  Milbourxe,  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  in  the  convention 
at  Albany.  "I  pronounce  the  charter  of  the  English  King  null. 
The  people  of  New-York  have  the  ]>ower  to  choose  their  own 
officers,  and  every  incuml>ont  siioulJ  be  subjected  to  2i  free  election.'* 
Milbourne  died  for  tliat  sentiment,  then  so  new,  so  startling,  and 
so  boldly  uttered. 

I  rule  here,  said  Lcislkr,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  New- 
York,  and  by  the  same  right  wliich  has  called  William  of  Orange 
to  the  throne  of  England — tho  voice  of  my  countrymen.  The  only 
council  which  I  acknowledge  is  tho  c  :mmlttee  chosen  by  the  free 
and  open  election  of  the  freemen  of  this  province  in  their  respective 
counties. 

Leisler  perished  on  the  scnfTold  for  that  rule,  and  G  ovER^•EUR, 
the  third  of  these  patriots,  barely  escaped  with  his  life.t 

Tliese  three  gallant  rafn,  tl  e  Netherlander,  the  Englishman, 
and  the  Huguenot,  ofier  conjointly  a  glorious  type  of  the  Repub- 

*  "  Whereas,"  says  the  recor;i  of  tl!"  h  ir^ornasters  and  schepcns  of  Mrinhattan, 
"  the  winter  festivi'.ls  are  at  hand,  ii  is  found  good  that  hetween  this  dale  and  three 
weeks  after  Christmas,  the  oiJiuary  iiieetinfra  of  the  court  fhall  be  dispensed  with." 
The  spring  festival  was  siniil.'.rly  honorrd  by  ^ave  and  aged  citizens,  setting  aside 
the  solemn  concerns  of  public  and  piivate  business,  to  take  a  share  in  the  sports,  as 
the  following  ofncial  May-clay  announcement  will  sho  v  : — 

"  With  tho  customary  boll-rinL:'.ng  at  the  City  Hall  was  published  the  renewed 
order  concerning  the  planting  of  the  .Mayjx)!e,  and  the  damage  which  maybe  done 
in  consequence  of  tlie  general  f^portf.  Ry  iliese  words  it  is  made  known  that  any 
damage  which  may  ensue  from  the  genera!  rejoicings,  shall  be  made  kuown  to  the 
burgomasters  at  the  City  Ilall  immediately  thereafter,  ichen  measures  shall  be 
taken  to  furnish  reparation.^' — Paulding's  Affairs  and  Men  of  New  Amsterdam. 

t  See  "  The  administration  of  Jacob  Lfisk  r,"  in  Sparks'  American  Biography » 
rol.  ifi.,  new  series. 


51 


lican  ancestry  of  New- York.  But  how  have  New-Yorkers  pre- 
served their  inemory  ?  Why  that  first  triuin})h  of  an  indepcndeiat 
political  spirit,  that  first  well  ordered  success  of  The  People,  which 
gave  a  two  years  democratic  rule  to  this  State  one  hundred  and. 
■  fifty  years  ago,  is  it  not  still  fondly  cherislied  in  Tammany  Hall, 
which  was  built  over  the  grave  of  one  of  the  martyrs'? 

Ask  the  sachems  of  that  patriotic  institution  ! 

It  is  treasured  at  least  among  your  city  archives  upon  the  same 
roll  which  gives  the  name  of  Peter  de  la  Noye,  the  first  man  that 
was  ever  elected  by  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  Manhattan  to 
the  mayoral ity  of  New- York  ] 

Ask  our  livinfy  civic  fathers  !* 

o 

It  lives  then,  if  no  wliere  else,  where  the  statue  of  the  first  and 
last  Merchant  Governor  of  New-York,  the  man  whom  the  people 
elevated  to  power  because  he  resisted  the  payment  of  illegal  duties 
at  the  Custom  House,  it  lives  where  the  effigy  of  that  public 
spirited  merchant  dignifies  the  otherwise  traditionless  halls  of  your 
modern  Exchange  1  -  .  - 

Ask  your  Chamber  of  Commerce  ! 

For  many  years  the  Leislerian  party  of  New-York  contended 
for  principles,  which  every  one  now  acknowledges  to  be  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  State.  But  so  thoroughly  did  Toryism  succeed  in 
stamping  tliem  with  obliquy  at  the  time,  that  the  voice  of  truth  has 
been  ever  since  unheard  ;  and  with  our  archives  full  of  irrefragable 
testimony  to  the  noble  spirit  of  Leisler's  movement,  and  its  entire 
sympathy  with  our  present  views  of  political  right,  the  tale  told  by 
his  foes  has.become  part  and  parcel  of  our  history,  because  Lei.s^Iers 
party  was  regarded  as  the  New-  York,  and  no!  the  English  party.] 

And  now  let  me  pay  a  fuU-hearted  tribute  to  that  land  where 
intelligence  so  faithfully  ministers  to  patriotism,  by  collecting  each 
shred  of  her  peculiar  story  in  town  or  hamlet,  and  hoarding  up  the 

*  In  the  Corporation  Manual,  published  yearly,  the  natnosof  the  otlicials  under 
the  first  popular  government  of  New-York,  ure  to  this  day  omitted.  The  word* 
["  usurpation  of  Lcisler,"]  in  brackets,  marking  the  only  nolo  of  record  of  the  most 
interesting  political  period  in  our  provincial  history. 

■t  See  Chandler'w  Criminal  Triab. 
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niemorios  of  cacli  name  ai;cl  service  of  her  sons  who,  even  in  the 
humblest  sphere,  liave  contributed  aught  to  the  glory  of  the  com- 
monwealth. Had  the  progess  truths  for  which  iMilbourne  perished 
— had  the  eternal  principles  of  right  and  wrong,  whose  distinctions 
Leisler  died  in  upholding — had  these  been  promulgated  in  New 
England,  and  sealed  with  the  blood  of  a  New  England  man,  does 
any  one  doubt  that  the  names  of  the  brave  martyrs  would  have 
stood  at  this  inomeni  foremost  in  American  history  as  the  joint 
embodiment,  the  first  breathing  types  of  principles  taught  eighty- 
six  years  afterwards  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  1 

Strange,  most  strange  is  it,  that  the  story  of  these  memorable 
worthies  of  New-Yorii,  so  wholly,  so  peculiarly  her  own,  should 
come  up  on  the  page  of  two  leading  New  England  historians,  to 
prove  that  they  arc  not  worth  remembering,  or  if  worth  remem- 
bering, that  they  acted  under  a  Puritanic  influence.* 

I  respect,  I  rever<ence  the  zeal  with  which  our  intelligent 
neighbors  preserve  their  own  annals  ;  l)ut  it  is  full  time  that  they 
should  so  write  t!u  m,  as  not  to  overlay  and  obliterate  ours. 

And  the  desceixbints  of  tlie  Pilgrims  here  domesticated,  are 
identified  with  our.  elv  s  in  maintaining  the  local  associations  and 
distinctive  history  of  this  State,  unless  they  mean  their  children  of 

*  Hutchinson,  and  Biii'Toft.  Tho  German  mode  of  writing  history  to  illustrate 
a  theory-,  a  mode  which  Mr.  B^incroft  has  followed  with  such  signal  ability,  can  do 
no  harm  in  Europe,  whoro  th-.^y  only  rr-writo  an  old  story  from  printed  works 
which  are  in  every  public  libran.'.  But  in  this  country,  where  history  as  yet,  and 
for  some  time  to  conic,  is  to  be  prepared  from  original  documents,  a  system  of  tho 
kind  can  hardly  be  b'-u',  {1<.ial  lo  the  cau.-^e  of  truth?  In  adorning  the  ucv,'  walls  of 
the  new  Brilit^li  rafliamenl  House  t;i<\r  historic  ciiaracters  of  the  civil  wars  ou  either 
side,  and  the  portraits  of  livui-;  ni-'u  aii  directly  opposed  in  political  principle  as 
Wentworth  and  Ilampd-n.  are  alike  preserved,  as  all  forming  a  part  of  England's 
story.  Should  similar  Ii;»'  r;U.t y  of  t'-vluig  ever  grow  up  in  this  country,  tho  faithful 
loyalty  of  Baynrd,  of  I/iviu::ston,  an  i  oiher  opponents  of  the  democratic  party  of 
Leisler's  time,  will  be  honored  even  by  those  who  disapprove  their  political  prin- 
ciples ;  and  the  military  valor  of  New-York,  as  illustrated  by  the  brave  De  Lanceys 
of  a  subsequent  generation,  receive  its  just  meed,  without  any  reference  to  tho 
failing  cauie  which  they  ev*-|>oused,  not  in  treason,  as  Arnold  did,  but  in  the  blind 
and  mistakcfn  belief  that  it  was  the  cau.'^e  ot  "  The  Right." 
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a  generation  hence,  shall  yield  to  the  New  Englanf^er  of  that  day, 
the  provincial  obeisance  which  American  colonists  before  the 
Kevolution  are  said  to  have  conceded  to  tlie  Englishman  as  the 
highest  type  for  social  irniation. 

The  future  history  of  New- York,  in  which  men  of  other  lineage 
than  theirs  are  taking  their  full  share,  will  bo  no  history  of  "the 
Puritan  Anglo-Saxon."  And  her  present  and  her  past  story,  to 
the  whole  tissue  and  spirit  of  wliii  h  the  r  children's  childreri  will  be 
heritors,  is  no  more  to  be  merged  in  that  of  New  England,  than  it 
is  in  that  of  Virginia.  The  same  spirit  which  now  teaches  the 
father  to  exalt  the  land  of  his  birth  over  all  other  regions  of 
America,  will  prompt  the  child  to  drag  down  tliat  exaltation,  if 
based  upon  the  depreciation  of  his  native  soil.  For  no  New-Yorker, 
^vhatever  may  be  his  extraction,  will  consent  that  his  willing 
tribute  to  Pilgrim  worth  shall  be  construed  as  a  concessit )n  to 
Puritan  superiority,  or  permit  that  his  sympathetic  reveience  for 
the  founders  of  a  sister  State,  shall  be  perverted  into  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  any  associations  are  paratnount  here  which  are 
borrowed  at  second-hand  from  another  Commonwealth. 

There  spreads  the  banner  of  New- York,  and  mark  you  well 
herensignia!  The  rising  sun,  the  lifting  eagle,  the  watch-word 
"  Excelsior!"  That  sun  shot  his  earliest  beams  from  the  bosom  of 
our  own  waters  ;  and  wherever  the  eagles  of  the  c;i  eat  Republic 
have  flown,  ours  has  swept  upon  no  feeble  wing.  Brothers  of  St. 
Nicholas,  you  at  least  will  remember,  that  that  bird  of  New-York 
which  still  bears  Eicelshr'*  in  his  beak,  was  fledged  on  his  own 
soil — he  never  began  his  soarings  from  Plymouth  Rock.  He 
dressed  his  plumage  jn  our  own  lakes,  anJ  iiis  pinions  were  nerved 
in  the  air  of  our  own  mountains.  ^ , 
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NOTE. 

In  the  autumn  of  17G5,  whilo  several  EuL,'lisli  men -of- war  were  lying  in  the 
harbor,  and  after  the  fort  had  h>:vi\  puL  in  ii  complete  state  of  defence  hy  the  Royal 
governor,  "  the  stamps,"  conveyed  in  a  merrhaiit  ship,  arrived  in  the  harbor  of 
New-York.  The  king's  stump  oflicer  fearinij  the  temper  of  the  people,  notwith- 
standing the  means  which  had  been  adopted  to  overawe  them,  refused  to  receive 
the  papers,  much  less  to  cnicr  ni>un  their  distribution.  Upon  his  refusal,  they  were 
transferred,  first  to  a  ship  of  w  ar,  and  subsequently  to  the  governor's  quarters 
in  Fort  George.  But  tht<  people  discovered  the  secret  of  their  landing,  and  on  the 
instant,  band-bills  appeared  on  every  corner,  threatening  all  persons  who  received 
or  delivered  a  stamp.  On  tlie  3 1st  of  October  the  merchants  held  a  meeting,  and 
resolved  not  to  import  goods  from  England.  The  next  day  the  people  hung  the 
governor  in  effigy,  in  what  is  now  ilie  Park.  On  the  same  evening  they  repaired 
to  the  lort,  and  found  the  soldiers  on  the  rampart  ready  to  receive  them.  Notfiing 
daunted,  tliey  marched  to  the  gate,  knofked  and  domandf-d  admittance.  This  was 
of  course  refused.  They  then  colifcted  in  tlie  Bowling  Green,  and  there,  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  fort,  built  a  bonfire,  upon  wl.ich  they  immolated  the  effigies  of 
the  governor  along  with  his  chariot,  in  wiiicl  they  fixed  the  effigy.  In  the  next 
newspaper  apj)cared  an  etnpiiatic  s.-nu-oHlcial  announcement,  tliat  the  governor 
"  had  not  issued,  and  would  not  suffer  to  be  isi^ued,  any  of  the  stamps  now  in  I'^ort 
George."  The  people  were  not  sulisfu'd  ;  they  declared  that  the  stamps  should  bo 
delivered  out  of  the  fort  or  taey  would  take  them  away  by  force.  Finally,  *'  after 
much  negoliation,"  they  were  di  livered  to  tho  mayor  and  common  council,  and 
deposited  in  tho  City  flail. 

We  know  that  even  at  tliis  early  day,  (says  the  Historian,  speaking  of  this 
political  movt-ment  of  our  citizens.)  N<-w-York  was  of  coiisiderable  importance  in 
the  eyes  of  tb'^  British  nuni^-try,  and  'ran  looked  up  to  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view  by  the  neiglihuiini:  coljui'-i.  Thero  was  a  military  force  kept  up  there.  It 
■was  the  head  quarters  of  11  is  .^t .iji;r>'.y'.-  Aineric  in  Army.  Yet  in  17 CG,  it  was 
boldly  proclaimed  under  the  very  guns  of  the  fort,  that  the  British  Parliament 
possessed  not  the  siiadow  of  a  ju.-i- Lvtiii:;  i.wr  America.  Nor  did  an  apprehension 
of  the  men-of-war  in  t.he  liarl>or,  prevent  the  New-Yorkers  from  dragging  one 
distributor  of  stamps  from  his  hiJwig-place  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  East- River. 
They  even  compelled  him  lo  sign  a  resignation  of  his  office  before  a  public  magis- 
trate. In  the  same  record  are  accounts  of  the  dashing  movements  of  "  the  Liberty 
,Boys,"  which  Marinus  >N'illktt,  Alexander  McDoigall,  and  other  patriots 
subsequently  less  distinguished  llum  th'^se  mcTi  of  mark,  cariied  through  with  so 
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much  Bpirit.  While  to  ghow  Ihn  tcinjior  of  cur  pcoi>le  in  all  circles  of  society,  we 
find  a  committee  of  one  hundred  Icadinfj  citizens  address  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of  London,  declarin;^  that  **  Americans  will  not  be  deceived  by 
conciliatory  measures" — "  The  ruinions  of  power  in  New-York  may  inform  the 
administration  that  New-York  is  as  one  man  in  the  cause  of  liberty."  This  address 
was  signed  by  Isaac  Low,  chairman,  John  Ja}",  Francis  Lewis,  John  Alsop,  Philip 
Livingston,  James  Duane,  E.  DuyckiiK.n,  "William  Scion,  William  AV.  Ludlow, 
Cornelius  Clop{>er,  Abraham  UrinckeriioH"  Henry  Remscn,  Robert  Ray,  Evert 
Bancker,  Joseph  Totten,  Abraham  P.  Lolt,  David  Peeckman,  Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Gabriel  H.  Ludlow,  William  Walton,  Daniel  Piiccnix,  Frederick  Jay,  Samuel 
Broome,  John  De  Lancey,  Auj^ustus  Van  Home,  Abraham  Daryee,  Samuel  Ver- 
planck,  Rudolphus  Ritzeman,  Jolm  Morton,  Joseph  Ilallel,  Robert  Benson,  Abra- 
ham Braslier,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Nicholas  Hoffman,  P.  V.  P.  Livingston,  Thomas 
Marston,  Lewis  Pintard,  Jolni  Imlay,  Elea/er  MilK^r,  jr.,  John  Broome,  Jolin  B. 
jMoore,  Nicholas  Boo^ert,  John  Anthony,  Victor  Bicker,  \\'iliiam  Goforth,  Hercules 
Mulligan,  Alexander  McDougall,  Joini  Roade,  Joseph  Ball,  George  Janeway,  John 
White,  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow,  Joim  Lasher,  Tt»eo[)hihis  Anthony,  Thomas  Smith, 
Richard  Yates,  Oliver  Temp'.eton,  Jacobus  Van  Landby,  Jeremiah  Plait,  Peter  S. 
Curtenius,  Thomas  Randall,  Lanca^l.  r  Purling,  Benjamin  ICissani,  Jacob  Lefferts, 
Anthony  Van  Dam,  Abraham  Walton,  Hamilton  Young,  Nicholas  Uosevelt,  Cor- 
nelius P  Low,  Francis  Basset,  James  Bceckman,  Thomas  Ivers,  William  Denning, 
John  Berrien,  Benjamin  Heime,  William  W.  Giib'-rt,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  John 
Lamb,  Richard  Sharp,  John  Morin  Scott,  Jacob  Van  Voorhis,  Conilbrt  Sands, 
Edward  Fleming,  Peter  Goelet,  Gerret  Kettletas,  Thomas  Buchanan,  James  Dee- 
broBses,  Petrus  Byvanck,  Lott  Embien.  Though  ail  of  these  names  are  not  found 
upon  the  Whig  side  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  yet  it  must  be  re;j.em- 
bered,  that  it  was  the  community  which  they  now  icpresented,  it  was  the  merchants 
OF  New  Yoi!K  who  were  the  first  to  enter  into  the  lanious  non-importation  agreement, 
which,  being  followed  by  the  other  colonies,  did  more  llian  any  other  movement  to 
produce  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  ac.  And  that  hucccss  gave  heart  to  the  country 
for  bolder  aiovemenls. — See  Dvnlap,  vol.  i.,  and  Appendix,  vol.  ii. 


